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Registration and Membership Information 
Call 720-865-3500 
info@botanicgardens.org

Program-Specific Questions 
Call 720-865-3670 
sbai@botanicgardens.org

Visit our website

Sign up for our e-newsletter
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You are Welcome Here 
Discover the intersection of art and science in the Freyer – Newman 
Center at Denver Botanic Gardens. Home to art galleries, 
auditorium, coffee shop, library, nonliving collections and the 
School of Botanical Art & Illustration, the Freyer – Newman Center 
is a hub for discovery and hands-on learning.

The School of Botanical Art & Illustration offers more than 100 
classes and programs this session, open to seasoned artists and 
aspiring creatives alike. Classes in the Certificate of Botanical 
Illustration program are open to all, even if you are not pursuing 
a certificate. We have something for everyone and look forward 
to learning with you.

Photo: Scott Dressel-Martin

Cover Art:	 Clair Gaston, Turnip on Sticky Note, 2024, 
colored pencil, 14” x 11”

https://botanicgardens.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=cbad7b587235ab57c0ed048d8&id=46ae68fad9
https://www.botanicgardens.org/education/school-botanical-art-illustration
mailto:info%40botanicgardens.org?subject=
mailto:sbai%40botanicgardens.org?subject=
http://botanicgardens.org/sbai
https://botanicgardens.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=cbad7b587235ab57c0ed048d8&id=46ae68fad9


1A2

Lectures

Lectures and Special Programs
These talks and programs feature creatives of all kinds who explore a wide range of topics highlighting the junctions  
of art, science and wellbeing.

Lecture: Botanical Artist Deborah Shaw
Onsite: Wednesday, February 4,  
6:30 p.m.
Fee: $12 member, $15 non-member

Lecture: Black America and 
Expressions of Nature with Abra Lee
Online: Thursday, February 12,  
6:30 p.m.
Fee: $12 member, $15 non-member

Lecture: All About Agaves with 
Scott Preusser
Onsite: Wednesday, March 18,  
6:30 p.m.
Fee: $12 member, $15 non-member

Courageous Care Interactive Workshop with Tara Rynders, RN
Onsite: Sunday, May 3, 10 a.m. – noon
Fee: $25 member, $35 non-member
Space suits. Wild play. Healing through art. This unique community 
experience led by Tara Rynders, RN (aka The Dancing Nurse) 
explores how creativity and play restore our well-being. Permission to 
feel cared for through play: granted. This special workshop will open 
your mind and heart and leave you feeling hopeful and connected. 

Food for Thought
All Online: Fridays, February 6, March 6, April 3, May 1, noon – 1 p.m.
Fee: Free for members, $10 non-member

Feed your curiosity about the creative sector with this lunchtime online lecture series. These talks with experts from the 
field discuss professional practices for creatives and highlight trends in science and art. Registration is required to 
receive the Zoom link. 

Nature as Designer with 
Cynthia Fishman
February 6

The Life and Times of the 
Colored Pencil with 
Judd Meininger March 6

The Busy Botanical Artist 
with Wendy Hollender
April 3

Wildflower Wonders 
in Crested Butte with 
David Kish May 1

https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a55c7-fd8d-fef3-6163-ea937f2dde42
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a0359-b564-6e3a-aa61-57ea442bccf1
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a0359-b564-6e3a-aa61-57ea442bccf1
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a55ce-c525-dbc5-1327-6dbf03831569
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a55ce-c525-dbc5-1327-6dbf03831569
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a4bbf-fa90-c9ea-624d-0e3d98db2391
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a02b0-6766-1c52-db83-5fbf9e8774fb
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a02b0-6766-1c52-db83-5fbf9e8774fb
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a0317-6844-5057-1599-53289adcd6fd
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a0317-6844-5057-1599-53289adcd6fd
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a0317-6844-5057-1599-53289adcd6fd
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a031c-27d8-c265-a05b-b936f75ea298
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a031c-27d8-c265-a05b-b936f75ea298
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a0324-8d06-e750-2c9e-bf96b830d18a
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a0324-8d06-e750-2c9e-bf96b830d18a
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a0324-8d06-e750-2c9e-bf96b830d18a
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These classes are open to all, though some suggest 
previous art experience. Unless noted, course fees do 
not include materials. 

Grief is a Garden: Collage and Meaning-Making
Onsite: Saturday, January 17, 24, 31, Feb 7, 14, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Rebecca Peebles
Prerequisites: None | Fee: $225 member, $270 non-member 
In this collage-based course, spend time in the Gardens and in the classroom 
to explore how to visualize feelings, wishes and memories that are difficult 
to express in words. Grief is often misunderstood as a sad mind state, but it 
can also be considered rich and dark like a healthy “soil” from which growth, 
meaning and beauty can be found. Up to three need-based scholarships 
are available by contacting Shimmering Wings at 720-443-3178.

Make Your Own Vivarium
Onsite: Sunday, March 8, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Rose Driesbach
Prerequisites: None | Fee: $100 member, $120 non-member 
In this hands-on workshop, learn how to design and assemble a vivarium, 
a thriving miniature ecosystem complete with plants, moss and optional 
“clean-up crew” organisms. Perfect for beginners and plant lovers alike, 
this class covers the science, art and care of vivariums. Leave with a 
living piece of nature for their home. All materials are supplied.

Daisy Chain Beading
Onsite: Sunday, March 15, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Instructor: Rebecca Peebles
Prerequisites: Ability to thread a needle and work with small  

beads recommended | Fee: $65 member, $85 non-member 
Daisies are a symbol of peace and friendship. In this beading workshop, 
make a daisy chain ring, bracelet or necklace. The daisy chain is an 
easy, introductory bead-weaving technique and will get you cruising 
on some fun fashion for yourself and your friends. All materials are 
supplied. See also Beading Bouquet Earrings on May 10.

Mixed Media Collage
Onsite: Thursday, May 7, 5-7 p.m. 
Instructor: Holly Nordeck
Prerequisites: None | Fee: $40 member, $50 non-member 
Explore various collage techniques with a variety of papers, ephemera 
and even your own drawings to incorporate into your artmaking 
repertoire. Most materials are supplied.

Beaded Bouquet Earrings
Onsite: Sunday, May 10, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Instructor: Rebecca Peebles
Prerequisites: Ability to thread a needle and work with small  

beads recommended | Fee: $150 member, $175 non-member 
Learn a common beading technique, the beadweaving brick stitch, 
followed by other creative and intuitive uses of seed beads. Make 
hanging flower bouquets to wear as earrings or a pendant. All materials 
are supplied. See also Daisy Chain Beading on March 15.

Make Your Own Moss Art
Onsite: Sunday, May 10, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Instructor: Rose Driesbach
Prerequisites: None | Fee: $100 member, $120 non-member 
Learn the techniques of working with preserved mosses and ferns to 
craft a vibrant, maintenance-free masterpiece that will bring a touch of 
greenery to any space. All materials are supplied.

Introduction to Paper Marbling
Onsite: Sunday, June 14, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Instructor: Marc Horovitz
Prerequisites: None | Fee: $150 member, $175 non-member 
Traditional European marbling techniques produce exquisitely patterned 
papers. Learn the history and processes of marbling, including paper 
preparation, use of traditional tools and paint mixing and application. 
Following a demonstration, make your own unique marbled paper. All 
materials are supplied.

Ar t  Explorat ion Courses

In addition to printmaking demonstrations offered throughout 
the month of March, the Gardens will host the Month of 
Printmaking Open Portfolio event on Saturday, March 28,  
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Meet many artists and see prints large and 
small created by students, established artists and master 
printers alike. All forms of printmaking will be on display: 
etching, lithography, screen print, woodcut and more.  
Don’t miss this chance to buy art directly from the artist! 

Bold Linoleum Block Printing
Onsite: Sunday, February 1, 8, 15, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Instructor: Raymundo Muñoz
Prerequisites: Beginners welcome, though some drawing and carving 

skills are recommended | Fee: $190 member, $225 non-member 
Using the exhibition Xochimilco: Works by Eduardo Robledo Romero as 
inspiration, explore design elements that make linocut printmaking fun, 
beautiful and bold, no matter your skill level. Learn the steps to produce 
a small print edition, from paper selection to inking blended colors.

Printing Florals on Fabric
Onsite: Sunday, April 26, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Instructor: Theresa Haberkorn
Prerequisites: None | Fee: $140 member, $160 non-member 
Learn how to design a floral image and repeating pattern to be used for 
printing on fabric. After creating a design, learn linoleum block printmaking 
basics and how to print on fabric. Some materials are supplied.

Gelli Plate Printing with Botanicals
Onsite: Sunday, May 17, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m., Monday, May 18,  

9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Victoria Eubanks
Prerequisites: None | Fee: $275 member, $325 non-member 
Discover the user-friendly, fun and intuitive gelatin plate printing process. 
Create unique botanical prints with acrylic paint and plant materials, 
using a “gelli plate” to transfer natural shapes and textures onto a variety 
of papers. Take home two prints mounted on wood along with other 
experiments generated in class. Some materials are supplied. 

Take a Pr intmaking Class

https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a07bd-ed95-fd46-ccee-44122df0dfe8
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a3b1c-4178-e717-b1a2-69fdd6e15845
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a0885-f36c-4c40-c184-222d9d058e69
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a4fd7-5fa5-52b1-3ec5-c43a80f07e8d
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a088c-ef60-51ec-72c5-2bafd6b24b4b
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a4fec-7132-5d36-43c1-2977acf3112c
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a55c0-7074-7284-57fd-d52433f9f367
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a08c9-e5a7-dd77-b54b-e1e0b2f23045
https://www.botanicgardens.org/exhibits/xochimilco-works-eduardo-robledo-romero
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a4b9f-a3d3-8c0c-8f50-96d5ac95b1d3
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a50b3-d3ea-b319-10a4-776dfa52863a
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Over view 
Founded more than 45 years ago, the School of Botanical Art & Illustration is one of the few remaining programs 
of its kind training the next generation of botanical illustrators. In the age of AI, computer animation and digital 
photography, botanical illustration acts as a vital bridge between art and science. Botanical illustrations, even more 
than photographs, are uniquely suited to convey important information about plant identification and complex plant 
structures, in addition to providing a record of plants over time. 

Students at the School of Botanical Art & Illustration hone their skills through a well-rounded art curriculum 
supplemented by courses in botany, lectures from experts and visits to the herbaria, library and art galleries. Highly 
interactive studio courses, held in the Freyer – Newman Center or online, have low student-to-instructor ratios and 
include ample demonstrations, studio time and feedback. 

 
Town Hall
Online: Wednesday, January 7, 6-7 p.m.
Open to: Current, previous or curious students
Fee: Free with registration
Learn what’s new at the School of Botanical Art & Illustration. 
Tune into this online session to meet the staff, hear about current 
offerings and learn what’s blossoming in the 2026 course 
catalog and certificate program. All current students and those 
curious about the program are encouraged to attend. Bring your 
questions! An elective credit is offered for attendance.  

Open Studio Time
Onsite: January 30, February 20, March 20, April 17, 26, June 20, 26, 

9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.; March 5, April 2, May 29, 2-8 p.m.
Open to: Current or previous students
Fee: Free for members, $10 non-member 
Need space to spread out and work outside of class time? Bring your 
supplies for some uninterrupted studio time. No instructor will be 
present. Please register at least 24 hours in advance. Scanning services 
available by advance request.

Botanical Illustration for Beginners 
Onsite: Sunday, February 1, 8, 15, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Online: Friday, March 13, 20, 27, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Onsite: Saturday, May 30, June 6, 13, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Instructor: Lori Ann Levy-Holm
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $130 member, $155 non-member 
Your botanical illustration journey begins here! This class is a window 
into the methods and materials used in botanical illustration. Receive 
a brief overview of the history and techniques used to create precise 
renderings with scientific value. Dissect a flower and look closely to 
learn multi-sensory, basic botany from a primary source. Simple drawing 
exercises will use graphite and other materials. Some materials supplied. 
No art experience required.

Botanical I l lus t rat ion Program 
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https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/242ae0cd-65e7-7b60-b8cb-d81b4c4bbe74
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0196921a-c219-6391-0234-3d19ab2e551d
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a08e1-699c-25bb-db7b-d287e20db6df
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199ee76-61d2-dbcf-357f-da5010eaa181
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a50ed-ebf8-1a2c-87cd-f7135b12f814
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Pathways & Requirements
Courses may be taken in any order, provided all prerequisites have been met.  
Be sure to complete Elective hours, which can include lectures, along your  
way to the top! 

Foundational Courses
Course Completion Foundational Certificate

Requirements Complete all Foundational courses 
and Elective hours

Complete all Foundational courses, additional Elective hours 
and submit portfolio for review and approval

Required Courses 11  (all Foundational courses) 12  (all Foundational courses plus Portfolio Preparation)

Required Elective Hours 20  40

Courses Prerequisites
P 1 Drawing in Pencil 1 None

BOT Botany for the Botanical Illustrator None

ICT Introduction to Color Theory None

CLCP Color Layering for Colored Pencil None

CMWC Color Mixing in Watercolor None

LOF Light on Form P 1

COMP Composition for Botanical Illustration P 1

PERS Introduction to Perspective P 1 LOF

P&I 1 Pen and Ink 1 P 1

CP 1 Colored Pencil 1 P 1 CLCP

WC 1 Watercolor 1 P 1 CMWC

Advanced Courses
Course Completion Advanced Certificate

Requirements
Complete all Foundational and 
Advanced courses as well as 
Elective hours

Complete all Foundational and Advanced courses, additional 
Elective hours and submit portfolio for review and approval

Required Courses 15  (all Foundational courses plus  
       4 Advanced courses)

16	 (all Foundational and Advanced courses plus Portfolio 
Preparation)

Required Elective Hours 80 120

Courses Prerequisites
CP 2 Colored Pencil 2 P 1 BOT LOF CLCP CP 1 COMP PERS

P 2 Drawing in Pencil 2 P 1 BOT LOF COMP PERS

P&I 2 Pen and Ink 2 P 1 BOT LOF P&I 1 COMP PERS

WC 2 Watercolor 2 P 1 BOT LOF CMWC WC 1 COMP PERS

Portolio Preparation All coursework must be in progress or completed

Foundational

Elective

Advanced

Botanical I l lus t rat ion Program
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Botanical I l lus t rat ion Program

Foundat ional Courses 
These core courses are required if working toward Botanical Illustration Completion or Certificate 
but are also open to anyone wishing to cultivate artistic knowledge and skills. See page 5 for 
more information about prerequisites.

Drawing in Pencil 1
Online: Wednesday, January 14, 21, 28, February 4, 11, 5-8 p.m. 

Instructor: Stephanie Oliver 
Onsite: Friday, February 27, March 6, 13, 20, 27, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Instructor: Anna Kaye
Online: Thursday, April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, 1-4 p.m.  

Instructor: Lori Ann Levy-Holm
Onsite: Tuesday, May 19, 26, June 2, 9, 16, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Instructor: Michael Campbell
Prerequisites: None 
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
Beginning with an overview of the specific elements of botanical 
illustration, learn the skills of careful observation for lifelike drawings 
in graphite pencil. The concepts of line, shading and perspective are 
introduced. Step-by-step, build upon techniques to render accurate 
form, texture and detail, and emerge from this class with the tools you 
need to draw anything.  

Botany for the Botanical Illustrator
Online: Thursday, January 8, 15, 22, 29, February 5, 5-8 p.m.
Online: Thursday, May 28, June 4, 11, 18, 25, 1-4 p.m. 
Instructor: Dr. Maggie Gaddis, Ph.D.
Prerequisites: None 
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
What is the difference between a carpel and a pistil? Your botanical art 
improves when you understand the science of your subjects. Learn plant 
morphology through detailed instruction, videos and supporting visuals. 
Take a closer look at plant forms and learn to recognize botanical details 
to help make your drawings scientifically accurate and realistic.

Introduction to Color Theory 
Onsite: Friday, January 9, 16, 23, 30, February 6, 1-4 p.m.
Online: Wednesday, April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Instructor: Lori Ann Levy-Holm
Prerequisites: None 
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
Designed to build your perceptual and conceptual color skills and 
vocabulary, this course prepares you to analyze color systems and 
how they affect hue, value, saturation—even psychology. Color-aid® 
paper and gouache paint are used to complete experimentations and 
observations with daily exercises in a color journal.

Color Layering for Colored Pencils 
Online: Monday, January 26, February 2, 9, (skip 16), 23, 5-8 p.m. 

Instructor: Michael Campbell
Onsite: Thursday, March 5, 12, 19, (skip 26), April 2, 1-4 p.m. 

Instructor: Charlotte Ricker 
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $265 member, $315 non-member 
Colored pencils present the special challenge of mixing color directly 
on your drawing. Develop your own color reference sheets to speed 
color selection and application for future colored pencil drawings.

See Prerequisite info on page 5
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https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199df09-ddbe-b464-43fc-4964b9cdce40
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a3739-9204-9371-2410-086cbe376c74
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199eeb7-9292-780d-4bb7-d0b3dd81065f
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a50da-02e2-665e-3ec6-672651417a37
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199ded4-03a6-48eb-9948-fabfb00a8be8
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199f425-2047-f4ad-e125-ca1cc69d17d5
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a0370-fedd-96dc-fc6a-6b182d7b1e50
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199ee9b-5bc6-da5c-d1c8-20a0ccbbf5d9
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199e373-9a2d-e193-bf36-e77e9143110a
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a3b0a-71c5-3d03-be37-1fe94ae1fac4
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Color Mixing in Watercolor 
Online: Thursday, January 15, 22, 29, (skip February 5), 12, 5-8 p.m. 

Instructor: Stephanie Oliver
Online: Monday, April 6, 13, 20, (skip 27), May 4, 5-8 p.m.  

Instructor: Alex Boersma
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $265 member, $315 non-member 
Learn about paint properties and choosing pigments to build a system of 
consistent color combinations, eliminating frustrating trial-and-error. Exercises, 
demonstrations and discussion illuminate how to achieve the broadest 
possible spectrum so you can mix colors to accurately represent nature.

Light on Form 
Online: Monday, April 6, 13, 20, 27, May 4, 1-4 p.m.  

Instructor: Alex Boersma
Onsite: Thursday, May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 11, 5-8 p.m.  

Instructor: Charlotte Ricker
Prerequisites: P 1  
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
The secret to portraying light and shadow on your subjects lies in 
understanding the science of lighting as it applies to different three-
dimensional forms. Beginning with basic geometric shapes, refine 
your skills to illustrate the lighting and volume of any subject. This 
class uses graphite pencil, but the principles apply to all other media.

Composition for Botanical Illustration 
Online: Tuesday, February 3, 10, 17, 24, March 3, 5-8 p.m.  

Instructor: Clair Gaston
Onsite: Friday, April 24, May 1, (skip 8), 15, 22, 29, 

9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Instructor: Anna Kaye
Prerequisites: P 1  
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
The difference between a pleasant picture and an amazing work 
of art is often the composition. This course begins with a study of 
how to use compositional elements and principles in your botanical 
illustrations. Create your own thumbnail compositions and develop 
more dynamic arrangements to enhance future illustrations.

Introduction to Perspective 
Online: Wednesday, May 6, 13, 20, 27, June 3, 5-8 p.m. 
Instructor: Charlotte Ricker
Prerequisites: P 1  LOF  
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
Even experienced illustrators sometimes struggle with foreshortening 
and demonstrating depth. Closely observe botanical subjects that 
demonstrate each aspect of perspective to learn techniques for seeing 
and depicting depth accurately. Gain confidence in your drafting 
skills and improve your future drawings. This class uses only graphite 
pencil, but the principles apply to all media.

Colored Pencil 1
Online: Monday, March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, 5-8 p.m.  

Instructor: Michael Campbell 
Onsite: Thursday, April 16, 23, 30, May 7, 14, 1-4 p.m.  

Instructor: Charlotte Ricker
Prerequisites:  P 1  CLCP  
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
Colored pencils are a versatile, affordable and portable medium 
perfect for sketching on-location, as well as producing stunning 
illustrations in the studio. Through instruction, demonstration and 
practice on small studies of botanical subjects, learn more advanced 
techniques of layering, building and burnishing color.

Pen and Ink 1
Online: Wednesday, January 14, 21, 28, February 4, 11, 1-4 p.m. 

Instructor: Alex Boersma
Onsite: Thursday, March 5, 12, 19, 26, April 2, 5-8 p.m.  

Instructor: Charlotte Ricker
Prerequisites: P 1  
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
Practice this traditional illustration medium using a variety of pens 
to create line, form and texture in gradations of black and white. 
Expand your drawing repertoire through step-by-step instruction, 
demonstration and practice. Add expressive lines and stipples to your 
artistic toolkit for accurate, skillful botanical illustrations. 

Watercolor 1
Online: Tuesday, February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 5-8 p.m.  

Instructor: Stephanie Oliver
Onsite: Wednesday, May 6, 13, 20, 27, June 3, 1-4 p.m.  

Instructor: Lori Ann Levy-Holm 
Prerequisites: P 1  CMWC  
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
Drawing skills and color mixing experience are combined to further 
explore watercolor paint. From flat and graded washes to highlights 
and drybrush detail, discover the delight of putting brush and pigment 
to paper for transparent watercolor. Demonstrations and practical 
exercises show you how to build washes for depth of tone and 
shading, and how to create soft and hard edges.

Botanical I l lus t rat ion Program See Prerequisite info on page 5
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https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199df82-c36b-1e2f-a64c-ca2d967e40a6
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199eef1-8313-8d32-795a-648b7a8b0e19
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199eef8-3fe4-e2cd-a93d-281ca16ffaea
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a5088-62d3-509c-bf2d-89ec59b90feb
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199e381-a086-35e6-4704-cda79ba32c73
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a4b1a-a145-a688-624e-bcce256025b6
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a4b1a-a145-a688-624e-bcce256025b6
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199f349-a390-65e6-f54e-b247d17603f3
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199e3dc-55ed-6cdb-c052-be0f1ddd52d4
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a4ac5-0eb1-8306-fd79-b570ea8752b7
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199df13-3c4c-44f9-7d18-2efe21e5251a
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Botanical I l lus t rat ion Program See Prerequisite info on page 5

Advanced Courses
These core courses are required for Advanced Completion and Advanced Certificate but are also 
open to experienced artists wishing to deepen their knowledge and skills handling artistic media.  
See page 5 for more information about prerequisites.

Colored Pencil 2
Online: Wednesday, March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1, 1-4 p.m.  

Instructor: Charlotte Ricker
Onsite: Tuesday, May 19, 26, June 2, 9, 16, 1-4 p.m.  

Instructor: Michael Campbell
Prerequisites: P 1  BOT  LOF  COMP  PERS  CLCP  CP 1  
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member  
Develop more advanced colored pencil skills and gradually learn to 
create a layered drawing by experimenting with different surfaces 
and solvents for blending and shading. Practice techniques to create 
texture, detail, atmospheric perspective and depth to enhance your 
subject and make your drawings pop.

Drawing in Pencil 2
Online: Wednesday, January 14, 21, 28, February 4, 11, 5-8 p.m. 
Onsite: Saturday, May 30, June 6, 13, 20, 9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Instructor: Michael Campbell
Prerequisites: P 1  BOT  LOF  COMP  PERS  
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
Expand on the skills from Drawing in Pencil 1 to reinforce and refine 
your knowledge of graphite pencil. Build upon what you already 
know to master techniques for shading, texture and perspective. 
Group instruction and individual attention are tailored to help you 
complete a botanical plate. 

Watercolor 2
Online: Thursday, January 8, 15, 22, 29, Feb 5, 1-4 p.m.
Instructor: Charlotte Ricker
Prerequisites: P 1  BOT  LOF  COMP  PERS  CMWC  WC 1
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
This class brings it all together for watercolor: layering, 
shading, brush techniques, broad washes and building form. 
Draw from a live specimen to complete a finished botanical 
plate in this traditional medium. Discover colors that enhance 
perspective and depth, then learn invaluable techniques to 
implement final details and fix those inevitable “mistakes.”

Pen and Ink 2
Online: Tuesday, February 3, 10, 17, 24, March 3,  

9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  
Instructor: Alex Boersma
Prerequisites: P 1  BOT  LOF  COMP  PERS  P&I 1  
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
Explore the limitless world of value, saturation and texture 
to create dramatic black-and-white illustrations. Learn 
advanced techniques to make marks that mimic the fuzz on 
ferns, the down on milkweed pods or the mottled colors of a 
variegated begonia. 

Portfolio  
Preparation Course
Finished with the coursework  
and ready to graduate?

Prerequisites: All required course work to complete a 
Foundational or Advanced Certificate in Botanical Illustration.

Required Session – Portfolio and Graduation Overview:
Online: Wednesday, July 29, 6-7:30 p.m. 

Required Session – Portfolio Review (attend only one): 
Onsite: Saturday, August 15, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Online: Saturday, August 22, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Final portfolios will be due the first week in November. 

Note: This course goes on sale with Session 2 
2026 Course Catalog in May 2026.

SAVE  
THE DATE
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Deborah Shaw is an award-winning botanical artist and designer 
based in Southern California who teaches botanical art workshops all 
over the world.

Graphite Tips, Tricks and Techniques
Onsite: Thursday, February 5, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Deborah Shaw
Prerequisites: None | Fee: $65 member, $85 non-member 
There’s a lot more to graphite than a sharp point. This workshop explores a variety of 
applications with traditional pencils as well as with new graphite media, including 
water-soluble graphite, graphite powder and more. These techniques work on paper, 
vellum and film. Receive a goody bag of specialty supplies to try during the workshop 
and take home (powdered graphite, water-soluble graphite and more).

Mushrooms in Mixed Media
Onsite: Friday–Sunday, February 6, 7, 8, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Instructor: Deborah Shaw
Prerequisites: None | Fee: $355 member, $415 non-member
This workshop explores how to create the intricate forms and soft velvety surfaces of 
mushrooms in mixed media. Start with a visit to the fungi collection to learn about 
these amazing organisms. Then, using watercolor and graphite, explore techniques to 
create detailed textures and tonal depth. Experiment with specialized supplies in class 
and take some home in a goody bag.

Anne Yoncha is the associate professor of art at Metropolitan 
State University Denver. Anne creates work inspired by the landscape 
combining new technology with analog processes.

Create Your Own Plant-Based Inks
Onsite: Sunday, April 19, 26, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Instructor: Anne Yoncha
Prerequisites: None | Fee: $135 member, $155 non-member 
Bring your own dried or green plant matter to class and watch the magic happen 
as the tannic acid in plants reacts with iron salt to create rich, natural inks. Use this 
process to create your own place-based palette, then combine your inks with paint 
made from soil to make a series of drawings about Denver’s natural landscape.  
Most materials are supplied.

Jazz Holmes creates mixed media works that celebrate the many 
colorful aspects of Black American culture.

Recipes and Memories
Onsite: Wednesday, March 4, 5-8 p.m. 
Instructor: Jazz Holmes
Prerequisites: None | Fee: $65 member, $85 non-member 
Exhibiting artist Jazz Holmes leads a multi-sensory experience. Visit her exhibition 
Nourished in the Freyer – Newman Center Ladd Gallery to learn about her creative 
practice and sources of inspiration. Then head back to the kitchen classroom to sample 
recipes and explore how our senses are informed by memory. Bring a friend to join in 
this special night of creativity, community building and recipe sharing. Most materials 
are supplied.

Botanical I l lus t rat ion Program See Prerequisite info on page 5
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E lect ive Courses
Explore new techniques, subjects and media and take your practice to the next level. These courses 
and workshops are open to all artists. Course fees do not include materials unless otherwise noted. 
See page 5 for more information about prerequisites. 

Botanicals in Ink and Watercolor
Online: Wednesday, January 14, 21, 28, February 4, 11,  

9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Alex Boersma
Prerequisites: P 1  P&I 1  CMWC  WC 1  
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
Learn to balance the detail of pen and ink with watercolor’s 
vibrancy to create bold, textural and accurate botanical 
illustrations. Experiment with different combinations of inking 
techniques and watercolor washes to create various effects 
and styles from classic engraving-like illustrations to energetic, 
expressive artworks.

Hairs, Thorns and Prickles in Watercolor
Online: Friday, January 16, 9 a.m. – noon & January 23, 9-11 a.m.
Instructor: Julia Trickey
Prerequisites: Some drawing experience encouraged
Fee: $180 member, $215 non-member 	
Through a series of drawing and painting exercises, this expanded 
online class focuses on fine detail and complicated plant structures 
such as hairs, thorns and prickles. 

Botany Spotlight: Orchids
Online: Tuesday, January 20, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Instructor: Dr. Melissa Islam
Prerequisites: None | Fee: $55 member, $75 non-member 
With more than 28,000 species and 100,000 hybrids most 
of us have enjoyed orchid flowers up-close as cut flowers 
or house plants. During this interactive lecture, explore 
orchid varieties and virtually tease apart their flowers to 
appreciate one of the most beguiling (and often deceptive) 
plant families.

Botany Spotlight: Colorado Native Plants
Online: Thursday, April 30, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Instructor: Dr. Maggie Gaddis
Prerequisites: None | Fee: $55 member, $75 non-member 
Join Dr. Maggie Gaddis, Executive Director of Colorado 
Native Plant Society, for an in-depth exploration  
of Colorado’s extraordinary diversity of native plants. 

 
Midday Making
Take a break from your workday  
to try something new in these two-hour midday 
creative explorations.

Mindful Drawing Series
Onsite: Friday, January 23, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. | New Year
Onsite: Friday, March 13, 11:30 a.m. –1:30 p.m. | Finding Inspiration
Instructor: Elisse Acevedo
Prerequisites: None 
Fee: $40 member, $50 non-member 
Learn introductory mindfulness techniques to help you slow down 
and create with intention while you set goals and establish 
positive routines for your creative practice. Join one or both dates 
to focus on finding and maintaining your creative inspiration in 
the new year. Most materials are supplied.

Watercolor Miniatures
Onsite: Friday, February 13, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Onsite: Friday, April 10, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Instructor: Melinda Laz
Prerequisites: None 
Fee: $50 member, $60 non-member
Create miniature 2-by-4-inch masterpieces using watercolor paint 
and watercolor pencils. Learn helpful tips and tricks for working 
with the media, then adapt those strategies to a miniature scale. 
You’ll leave class with a finished miniature painting and miniature 
frame! All materials supplied.

Lunchtime Zentangle®

Online: Friday, February 20, 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Online: Friday, March 27, 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Online: Friday, April 24, 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Instructor: Stephanie Oliver
Prerequisites: None 
Fee: $30 member, $40 non-member 
Using ink and colored pencils, explore the intricate, complex 
designs of the Zentangle® Method to create mesmerizing artworks 
inspired by the natural world.

Introduction to Cyanotype Prints
Onsite at York Street: Friday, April 24, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Onsite at Chatfield Farms: Friday, May 22, 5-7 p.m.
Onsite at York Street: Friday, June 26, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Instructor: Hannah Craft
Prerequisites: None 
Fee: $60 member, $70 non-member 
Known for its striking blue tones, cyanotype is a photographic 
printing technique that utilizes sunlight to create stunning 
images. Join us for one or more of these workshops where you’ll 
experiment with natural materials and found objects to create your 
own beautiful prints. All materials supplied.

Botanical I l lus t rat ion Program See Prerequisite info on page 5
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Painting Tropicals in a New Light
Onsite: Friday, February 13, 20, 27, March 6, 1-4 p.m.
Instructor: Christian Dore
Prerequisites: None | Fee: $265 member, $315 non-member 
Drawing inspiration from the lush surroundings of the 
conservatory, learn to distill the vibrant forms of plants, 
light and glass into simple, geometric shapes using layers 
of drawings and acrylic paint.

Painting the Garden in a New Light
Onsite: Friday, April 24, May 1, (skip May 8), 15, 22,  

1-4 p.m.
Instructor: Christian Dore
Prerequisites: None | Fee: $265 member, $315 non-member 
Using the forms of sculptures nestled within the garden’s 
lush landscape, learn to deconstruct these intricate 
artworks into simple shapes and fluid lines using 
layers of drawing and acrylic paint. Create geometric 
interpretations that blend organic forms with structured 
abstraction to create a dialogue between art and nature.

Artful Lettering 1
Onsite: Sunday, January 25, February 1, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Instructor: Theresa Varela
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $285 member, $335 non-member 
Enhance your nature journaling, letter writing, garden labeling 
and artwork inscriptions with the beauty of hand lettering. 
Learn three versatile alphabets to create elegant and functional 
lettering. Some materials are supplied. 

Artful Lettering 2
Onsite: Friday & Saturday, June 26, 27, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Instructor: Theresa Varela
Prerequisites: Artful Lettering 1
Fee: $285 member, $335 non-member 
Take your script to the next level. This intermediate workshop 
focuses on graceful flourishes, composition and incorporating 
natural motifs like vines, blossoms and leaves into your 
lettering. Design a finished art piece that intertwines words 
and nature in harmony. Some materials are supplied.

Drawing Expressive Orchids
Onsite: Monday, January 26, February 2, 9, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Deb Rosenbaum
Prerequisites: Some drawing experience encouraged
Fee: $190 member, $225 non-member 
Learn and practice different approaches to loose and expressive 
drawing, including gesture and contour, as you explore the Gardens’ 
orchid collection and tropical spaces during the Orchid Showcase. 

Drawing Trees in Ink
Online: Tuesday, February 3, 10, 17, 24, March 3, 1-4 p.m.
Instructor: Alex Boersma
Prerequisites: P 1  P&I 1  
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
Explore the fascinating and diverse world of trees through 
drawing. Create accurate, textural tree drawings in ink by 
studying the structure of branches, foliage arrangement and the 
visual relationship of trees in a landscape context.

Garden Inspired Murals
Onsite: Sunday, February 15, 22, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m., March 1, 

9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Catie Michel
Prerequisites: Basic drawing skills recommended
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
Learn the process of producing a mural, including selecting 
materials, creating a design and approaches to painting.

Introduction to Carbon Dust
Online: Thursday, February 19, 26, March 5, 12, 19, 1-4 p.m.
Instructor: Deborah Shaw
Prerequisites: Drawing experience recommended
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
The carbon dust technique is characterized by subtle and precise 
gradations of grey values. Using a combination of carbon pencil 
lines and carbon dust applied with brushes, learn methodical 
layering skills to create luminous grey scale tones and values. 

Botanical I l lus t rat ion Program See Prerequisite info on page 5
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Nature Journaling Series
All Onsite: 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  

Saturday, February 14 | For the Love of Nature 
Saturday, March 21 | Spring Equinox  
Saturday, May 2 | Early Flowers  
Saturday, May 30 | Birds and Blooms  
Saturday, June 13 | Pollinators 

Instructor: Sarah Pedry
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $55 member, $75 non-member 
Jump start your nature journaling practice—and learn how to 
maintain it! Nature journals or sketchbooks can be filled with 
scientific observations, pressed leaves or expressive drawings 
and notes. Explore ways to document your unique perspective of 
the natural world, whether urban, wild or in-between. Register 
for an individual class or take them all for a seasonal journey.  

Illustrating Fruit Crate Labels
Onsite: Sunday, February 22, March 1, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Instructor: Stephanie Oliver
Prerequisites: Drawing experience recommended
Fee: $265 member, $315 non-member 
Explore applications of botanical illustration by creating a vintage-
inspired fruit crate label. This course offers a blend of historical insight 
and practical skills, enabling you to produce a detailed, nostalgic 
design. You may choose either watercolor on paper or colored pencil  
on mylar for your final piece. 

Winter Trees in Oil Pastel
Onsite: Sunday, February 22, March 1, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Instructor: Megan Morgan
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $265 member, $315 non-member 
Discover the quiet beauty of winter through this all-level oil pastel 
class, focused on the lines, textures and forms of trees in the colder 
months. Find inspiration in the gardens before heading back to 
the classroom to explore techniques to capture bark, foliage and 
snowy textures. Demonstrations and guided exercises will highlight 
the expressive potential of oil pastels while encouraging personal 
experimentation.

Symbolic Scratchboard Animals
Onsite: Sunday, March 1, 8, 15, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Javier Flores
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $190 member, $225 non-member 
Learn to create your own scratchboard to make high contrast drawings 
of animals. Take inspiration from the exhibition Xochimilco: Works by 
Eduardo Robledo Romero (through March 22, 2026). Some materials 
are supplied.

Chinese Ink Painting
Online: Monday, March 2, 9, 16, 23, 5-6 p.m.
Instructor: Jojo Liu
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $65 member, $85 non-member 
Learn traditional Chinese brush techniques to paint plants and flowers 
while exploring their cultural symbolism.

Geometry in Nature in Mixed Media
Onsite: Wednesday, March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1, 5-8 p.m.
Instructor: Charlotte Ricker
Prerequisites: Graphite drawing experience recommended
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
Study how nature is organized into beautiful and efficient geometric 
forms. Through close looking and drawing exercises in mixed media, 
explore specimens with complex structures to cultivate an appreciation 
for nature’s interconnectedness through sacred geometry. 

 

Procreate for Beginners
Online: Tuesday, March 10,  

9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Rebecca Maguire
Prerequisites: None 
Fee: $55 member, $75 non-member 
Learn the basics of Procreate, including setup, tools, layers, 
brushes, color and exporting files. Practice creating a simple 
botanical motif digitally and gain confidence using Procreate 
to support your illustration process. Students will need an  
iPad and the Procreate app (available in the App Store).

Procreate for Botanical Illustration
Online: Tuesday, April 7, 14, 21, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Rebecca Maguire
Prerequisites: Procreate for Beginners or equivalent basic 

familiarity with Procreate
Fee: $190 member, $225 non-member 
Continue your journey with Procreate. In this three-week class, 
learn how to use Procreate to refine sketches, test compositions 
and explore value and color studies. Finish by exporting and 
transferring your digital draft to paper, creating a solid starting 
point for traditional botanical artwork.

DIGITAL ART 
CLASSES
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Contemporary Composition
Online: Wednesday, March 11, 9 a.m. – noon, March 18, 9-11 a.m.
Instructor: Julia Trickey
Prerequisites: Watercolor experience recommended
Fee: $180 member, $215 non-member 
Composition can set your drawing apart and show your personality. 
In this expanded class, practice a series of short exercises and 
explore unique ways of arranging botanical elements on the page.

Drawing Citrus
Onsite: Saturday, March 14, 21, (skip 28), April 4,  

9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Michael Campbell
Prerequisites: P 1  
Fee: $190 member, $225 non-member 
Learn to draw your favorite citrus fruits, from oranges to lemons and 
limes, exploring methods to render texture and their bright colors 
using the media of your choice.

Still Life from the Grocery Store
Online: Thursday, April 2, 9, 16, 1-4 p.m.
Instructor: Clair Gaston
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $190 member, $225 non-member 
Ordinary produce from the grocery store provides a wealth of subject 
matter for botanical still life drawings. Select subjects from your local 
produce section or from your own kitchen and use colored pencils to 
explore forms and textures in a still life drawing with meaning. 

Mixed Media on Toned Paper
Onsite: Friday, April 3, 10, 17, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Michael Campbell
Prerequisites: P 1  or equivalent experience
Fee: $190 member, $225 non-member 
Experiment with mixing graphite and various drawing media on toned 
papers. Learn how to start with the middle ground, then add darks 
and lights with a variety of media to create dramatic effects in your 
drawings.

Drawing Leaves
Onsite: Friday, April 3, 10, 17, 1-4 p.m.
Instructor: Michael Campbell
Prerequisites: P 1  CLCP
Fee: $190 member, $225 non-member 
Learn about leaf structures and practice drawing dicot leaves.  
Begin with the basics of proportion, value and plant anatomy before 
moving on to a color study of leaves throughout the seasons.

Drawing “Backwards” with Graphite
Onsite: Monday, April 6, 13, 20, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Anna Kaye
Prerequisites: Some drawing experience helpful
Fee: $190 member, $225 non-member 
Graphite drawing can be additive or subtractive. Explore the range of 
marks possible using subtractive techniques using erasers and a variety 
of graphite pencils to develop a wide range of values.

Painting Birds in Gouache
Onsite: Wednesday, April 8, 15, 22, 29 and May 6, 1-4 p.m.
Instructor: Sarah Pedry
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
Gouache is the go-to medium for high-impact illustrations and bold colors. 
Each week, paint colorful birds in a graphic style that emphasizes clean 
lines and simplified forms, capturing the unique character of each bird.

Drawing Early Spring in Soft Pastel
Onsite: Sunday, April 12, 19, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Instructor: Megan Morgan
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $265 member, $315 non-member 
Celebrate the early bloom of spring with this all-level soft pastel 
class, designed for artists eager to capture the subtle beauty of 
emerging plants and flowers. Experiment with a variety of seasonal 
botanical subjects like shoots, buds and early blossoms to develop 
observational skills and pastel techniques. 

Flowers in Watercolor and Collage
Onsite: Sunday, April 12, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Instructor: Deb Rosenbaum
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $125 member, $145 non-member 
Learn several expressionist drawing and watercolor techniques, then 
embellish your work with collage. Explore surprising combinations of 
materials in this mixed media class.  

Dry Brush Techniques for Watercolor
Online: Monday, April 13, 20, 27, 1-4 p.m.
Instructor: Deborah Shaw
Prerequisites: P 1  or equivalent experience
Fee: $190 member, $225 non-member 
Drybrush layering techniques provide crisp edges, subtle color 
shifts, deep luminosity and the rich finishing touches that make your 
paintings pop. Learn vital techniques for portraying tiny details and 
correcting “mistakes.”

Photographing Your Artwork and Specimens
Onsite: Friday, April 17, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Scott Dressel-Martin
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $65 member, $85 non-member 
Whether documenting a plant specimen to use as reference or 
photographing finished artwork to post on social media, your photos 
should be accurate and well executed. Gardens staff photographer 
Scott Dressel-Martin discusses lighting, camera and phone controls, 
composition, equipment needed and other tips and tricks for taking 
intentional photographs. Bring your phone or preferred camera to 
follow along.
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https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199ee66-f25c-d0b2-7929-33a6a6702751
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https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a4afa-044f-8280-ea24-842ecea7214a
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Drawing Bees
Onsite: Saturday, April 25, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Instructor: Faith Williams Dyrsten
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $125 member, $145 non-member 
Learn all about bee anatomy to add pollinators to your botanical 
illustrations with greater accuracy and confidence. Explore insect 
specimens from the Gardens’ natural history collections, then 
create a series of sketches of different bee species, culminating in 
one larger work in the media of your choice.  

Maps in Mixed Media
Onsite: Saturday, April 25, May 2, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Instructor: Stephanie Oliver
Prerequisites: Drawing experience recommended
Fee: $265 member, $315 non-member 
Craft unique and visually captivating maps using watercolors, 
inks and colored pencils. Learn how to draw mountains, canyons, 
forests, coastlines and more. Any media is welcome. No prior 
map making skills necessary.

Drawing Mammals
Online: Friday, May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 1-4 p.m.
Instructor: Alex Boersma
Prerequisites: Experience in graphite recommended
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
Learn how to draw mammals and discuss how to use photo 
references while respecting the copyright of the photographers. 
Each class discusses animal anatomy before diving into how to 
render complex textures.

Drawing Inspiration from Naturalists
Onsite: Thursday, May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 11, 1-4 p.m.
Instructor: Sarah Pedry
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
Join this drawing class that focuses on the essential elements 
of drawing for pleasure, while learning about the history of 
American female naturalists of the 19th and 20th century. Each 
week learn about a naturalist and then practice drawing her 
specialty – from insects to animals, carnivorous plants and more. 

Drawing Bonsai in Pen & Ink
Onsite: Friday – Sunday, May 15, 16, 17, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Instructor: Charlotte Ricker
Prerequisites: P 1  and experience in pen & ink recommended 
Fee: $330 member, $395 non-member 
Tour the Bill Hosokawa Bonsai Pavilion to view specimens, then 
learn to capture the gesture and unique posture of your subject with 
loose pencil sketching techniques before working in micron pens. 

Dissect and Draw
Onsite: Saturday, May 16, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Instructor: Lori Ann Levy-Holm
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $65 member, $85 non-member 
For artists and scientists alike, join us for this fun session to dissect 
flowers and observe them under the microscope. Discussion of 
botanical terms and guided drawing exercises will round out the 
class. Bring a sketchbook and your favorite drawing supplies. 
Some materials are supplied.

Sketching & Painting in the Gardens
Onsite at York Street: Saturday, May 16, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Onsite at Chatfield Farms: Thursday, May 21, 1-4 p.m.
Onsite at York Street: Wednesday, June 10, 1-4 p.m.
Instructor: Lori Ann Levy-Holm
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $55 member, $75 non-member 
Painting and drawing en plein air is delightful. Learn to translate the 
light, shadow and lush surroundings of the Gardens at York Street or 
the vistas at Chatfield Farms in media of your choice. Bring your own 
sketchbook and favorite art supplies. All skill levels welcomed.

Colored Pencil and Graphite Combinations
Onsite: Wednesday, May 27, June 3, 10, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Anna Kaye
Prerequisites: Some drawing experience helpful
Fee: $190 member, $225 non-member 
Take inspiration from the vibrant colors of the gardens to draw 
botanical subjects with colored pencils and graphite. In this 
mixed media class, discover ways to combine colored pencils 
and graphite to further explore color relationships. Class 
demonstrations explore the beauty and versatility of these media.

Botanical I l lus t rat ion Program See Prerequisite info on page 5
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https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a4b97-eb2f-c47e-cdf3-a2e3548953f4
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a4b9b-f77b-e48c-533b-546a691d023e
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199ef28-e02b-ff52-7314-169d282c40b3
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a504f-c1a4-3696-304a-a41d3d726ba7
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https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a3b33-60e4-f5d5-0120-3a74e37fb843
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a5095-90d9-8f4a-3ace-78b8fe102df7
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a50dd-ee09-84be-c158-b66747f9b7f5
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a5095-90d9-8f4a-3ace-78b8fe102df7
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a50e9-1664-37f9-5a87-13e2ad745ac4
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Drawing Raptors
Onsite: Friday, June 5 & 12, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Michael Campbell
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $125 member, $145 non-member 
Get up close and personal with magnificent birds during Denver 
Botanic Gardens’ annual Raptor Day and hone your observational 
drawing skills. Observe and draw from a live bird, then work 
towards a final drawing followed by class critique. This expanded 
two-day class is a unique experience and not to be missed!

Saturated Subjects in Colored Pencil
Online: Friday, June 5, 12, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Clair Gaston
Prerequisites: None
Fee: $125 member, $145 non-member 
Focusing on intense, deep colors of flowers, seeds, fruits and 
veggies, learn how to achieve full coverage and rich saturated 
color while expanding your skills in colored pencil.

Decay and Fading Blooms in Watercolor
Online: Saturday, June 13, 9 a.m. – noon
Instructor: Jarnie Godwin
Prerequisites: Familiarity with watercolor recommended
Fee: $95 member, $110 non-member 
A faded bloom has a beauty all its own. In this single session with 
British botanical illustrator Jarnie Godwin, learn how to use a 
range of watercolor techniques and tips to capture imperfections 
and decay.

Botanical I l lus t rat ion Program See Prerequisite info on page 5

https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/019a55af-5ea0-cb17-a944-62d42669c48c
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199f42b-3b2e-d2b9-fdd2-f8e4e51ea2e6
https://tickets.botanicgardens.org/events/0199f432-3c07-7ad8-ee28-3c123526a31f
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The School of Botanical Art & Illustration is thrilled to feature instructors from around the world.

Elisse Acevedo is a program coordinator for the School of Botanical 
Art & Illustration at Denver Botanic Gardens. She has a background 
in art, design and therapeutic horticulture.

Alex Boersma is a Canadian scientific illustrator based in Chicago. 
She received a Bachelor of Fine Arts in geology and studio art, 
and master’s in science illustration. She has created work for the 
Smithsonian Institution, the American Museum of Natural History and 
she has been featured in multiple journals.

Michael Campbell is an adjunct instructor at the University of 
Colorado Boulder, Regis University and Front Range Community 
College. He completed the School of Botanical Art & Illustration’s 
Botanical Illustration Certificate program in 2010, followed by the 
Diploma program in 2018. His botanical illustrations have been 
exhibited in the United States and Ireland.

Hannah Craft is the associate director of learning engagement and 
interpretation at Denver Botanic Gardens. Craft has a Master of Fine 
Arts in dimensional studies and has taught in schools, museums and 
community centers around the country. 

Scott Dressel-Martin is staff photographer for Denver Botanic 
Gardens and a freelance professional photographer. 

Victoria Eubanks is a graphic designer and contemporary artist 
working in encaustic medium, printmaking, photography, cold wax 
and pixels. Eubanks’ artwork has been included in more than 70 
exhibitions and hangs in numerous collections.

Christian Dore worked as a motion graphic artist for BBC, MTV and 
Nickelodeon and other firms for decades before focusing on his own 
painting. His works are held in private collections and he teaches 
extensively in Colorado.

Rose Dreisbach is a botanical artist, designer, educator and lover of 
nature in all its wild and wonderful forms. She enjoys creating pieces 
that inspire people to meaningfully connect with the natural world. 
She teaches workshops in moss art, terrariums and more.

Javier Flores is an artist, educator and gallery manager in Denver. 
His interdisciplinary art practice includes printmaking and other 
media. He teaches at Front Range Community College.

Dr. Maggie Gaddis has taught collegiate biology courses for over 
15 years, and she is the executive director of the Colorado Native 
Plant Society.

Clair Gaston is a lifelong artist, naturalist and Texas native who 
has taught art and botanical illustration for more than 20 years. She 
works primarily in oil paint and colored pencil.

Jarnie Godwin is a self-taught botanical artist from the UK, painting 
realistic, detailed and vibrant botanical watercolors. In 2025 she was 
awarded the RHS GOLD Medal for her work. Her work is found in 
both private and public collections. In 2023 her first book, “Vibrant 
Botanical Painting” was published by The Crowood Press.

Theresa Haberkorn has exhibited her award winning woodcut prints 
in numerous national and international galleries and exhibitions. Her 
work can be found in museum and corporate collections including the 
Denver Art Museum.

Jazz Holmes uses her Creole background as a catalyst for mixed 
media works that celebrate the many colorful aspects of Black 
American culture. Holmes is also an educator and community 
organizer, and her artworks have been exhibited throughout the 
United States and internationally.

Marc Horovitz is a Denver-based teaching artist who has been 
marbling paper for more than 30 years, in addition to being an 
accomplished printmaker and wood engraver.

Anna Kaye earned her Bachelor of Science in geology and fine 
art at Skidmore College and her Master of Fine Arts at Washington 
University in St. Louis. Kaye has over 20 years of experience teaching 
fine art, including co-coordinating the drawing department at 
Metropolitan State University and teaching drawing classes at Denver 
Art Museum.

Melinda Laz is the manager of the School of Botanical Art & 
Illustration at Denver Botanic Gardens. She holds a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts in printmaking and Master of Arts in arts administration 
and curriculum and instruction. She taught art in public schools and 
museum settings, and regularly exhibits her fine art.

Lori Ann Levy-Holm, the School of Botanical Art & Illustration’s only 
staff teaching artist, holds a Bachelor of Science in art education 
and a Master of Fine Arts in illustration. In addition to her extensive 
teaching background, she has illustrated children’s books and created 
art commissions.

Jojo Liu is a traditional Chinese calligraphy artist and instructor 
based in San Francisco, CA. She is on the board of the San Francisco 
Chinese Art Association.

Rebecca Maguire is an artist and illustrator, blending a love of 
hiking with a passion for illustration. Rebecca creates nature-inspired 
artwork that captures the details and stories of the outdoors.

Catie Michel is an artist, scientific illustrator and muralist from 
Denver. Her background in natural science and field research grounds 
her creative work in observation and exploration. She works with 
organizations such as state parks and conservation institutions to 
create visual media.

Megan Morgan is a fine artist and graphic designer, founder  
of Strange Bird Designs, and long-time Colorado creative based 
in Louisville.

Raymundo Muñoz is a Denver-based printmaker, specializing in 
linocut block relief. Through striking compositions and fine detail, 
he expresses his love of nature and fascination in the chaos-order 
dynamic. He is the director, cofounder and co-curator of Alto Gallery 
in Denver.

Ins t ructor Bios
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Holly Nordeck is a curator and mixed media artist working in 
drawing, photography and fiber art. She is a program coordinator for 
the School of Botanical Art & Illustration at Denver Botanic Gardens.

Stephanie Oliver graduated from the Society of Botanical Artists 
in the United Kingdom and School of Botanical Art & Illustration at 
Denver Botanic Gardens. She lives in Longmont, CO.

Sarah Pedry is an artist, author and illustrator of picture books. She has 
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in painting from the Kansas City Art Institute and a 
Master of Fine Arts in interdisciplinary art from the Maine College of Art.

Rebecca Peebles is an artist specializing in textile media and 
beadwork. In addition, she is a creative practice facilitator, hosting 
intimate events, workshops and curated exhibitions around Denver 
under the name Home Safe Projects.

Charlotte Ricker is an artist, illustrator and educator, and her 
botanical work has been featured in exhibitions both nationally 
and internationally. In 2021, she was selected to participate in the 
artist-in-residence program at Oak Spring Garden Foundation. Ricker 
creates illustrations, graphics and interpretive signage for zoos and 
botanical gardens, and teaches at several universities.

Deb Rosenbaum is a professional artist with extensive art instruction 
experience including 15 years as visual arts director at Denver School 
of the Arts. Her humorous and quirky work in paint, collage, prints 
and sculpture reflects her passion for storytelling.

Tara Ryners holds Bachelor’s degrees in nursing and Spanish and 
a Master of Fine Arts in movement and somatic practices. She is 
a practicing nurse, dancer, scholar, grief recovery specialist and 
professional speaker specializing in courageous care, healing and joy.

Deborah Shaw has taught extensively in the United States and 
around the world. Her work has been exhibited internationally and 
is in permanent and private collections. She has contributed to 
publications through the American Society of Botanical Artists.

Julia Trickey is an award-winning botanical artist and educator 
for over 25 years based in the United Kingdom. Her work is held in 
important collections around the world, including the Hunt Institute of 
Botanical Art, the Royal Horticultural Society Lindley Library and the 
Shirley Sherwood Collection at Kew Botanical Gardens.

Theresa D. Varela is a professional calligrapher, engraver, 
illustrator and painter specializing in elegant hand-lettering on 
paper, glass, leather and wood. Based in New Mexico, Varela owns 
Silver Swirl Studios. 

Faith Williams Dyrsten is a Denver native, practicing artist and 
high school art teacher. Her art process is curiosity-driven with 
a focus on pollinators and environmental advocacy. She works 
in collaboration with organizations such as Endangered Species 
Coalition, Rocky Mountain Biological Lab, Xerces Society and Wild 
Ones Native Plants.

Ins t ructor Bios
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All classes take place in the Mountain Time Zone (MT). 
We do not record our online classes; however, some 
lecture programs are recorded. Courses are geared 
toward people 17 and older. Visit our FAQ page for 
answers to common questions.

Refunds and Cancellation Policy
To make changes to your registration please contact 
Denver Botanic Gardens’ Resource Center during business 
hours at info@botanicgardens.org or 720-865-3500. 
Cancellation policy.  

Accessibility
Programs are suitable for varying abilities and wheelchair 
accessible desks are available. Language interpreters  
are available with advance notice. Please inquire  
about specific accommodations by emailing  
SBAI@botanicgardens.org. 

Private Botanical Illustration Workshops
Looking for an inspiring, educational and fun way to 
connect with friends or colleagues? Join us at the Gardens 
or elsewhere for an introductory workshop in botanical 
illustration. This customizable experience for adult groups 
of 8-14 includes a basic botany lesson and introductory 
drawing activities. All materials supplied. Reach out to 
SBAI@botanicgardens.org for information and pricing. 
Language interpreters available by request.

Art with Spark! and Flourish
In partnership with the Alzheimer’s and Parkinson 
Associations of Colorado, Denver Botanic Gardens offers 
opportunities for visitors and their care givers to explore the 
gardens and galleries in an intentional, focused environment. 
Certain dates include a School of Botanical Art & Illustration 
educator for special art-infused wellness programs.  
To register for these free programs, visit Spark! and Flourish.

 
Scholarship Program 
With ongoing support from Botanical Interests, 
the SBAI scholarship program offers tuition for 
courses in botanical illustration. Our work is guided 
and our community supported by Denver Botanic 
Gardens’ core values: transformation, relevance, 
diversity and sustainability. To realize these values, 
the Gardens seeks to support and engage diverse 
perspectives. Applicants who identify as being from 
a marginalized community are strongly encouraged 
to apply. Applications are reviewed in May and 
November each year.

1085 York Street, Denver, Colorado 80206
botanicgardens.org/SBAI 

Register for Classes
Scan the QR code, or call 720-865-3500

Smithsonian
A�liate

General Program Informat ion
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mailto:info%40botanicgardens.org?subject=
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