
What is an EcoQuest?
EcoQuests are part of the Denver EcoFlora 
Project. These monthly quests challenge citizens 
to become citizen scientists and observe, study 
and conserve the native plants of the Denver – 
Boulder metro area via iNaturalist, an easy-to-
use mobile app.

How Do I Get Started?
1.  Download the iNaturalist app or register 

online at iNaturalist.org. 
2.  Take photos of the plants in bloom that you 

find on your daily neighborhood walk. It is 
okay if they are weeds! Avoid taking  
photos of cultivated plants in gardens or  
in your home. 

  
3.  If you are concerned about revealing the 

location of sensitive plants or observations 
at your own house, you can hide the exact 
location from the public by changing 
the “geoprivacy” of the observation to 
“obscured.” 

4.  Post your findings on iNaturalist via  
the app. 

5.  Your observations will automatically be 
added to the Denver EcoFlora Project. 

6.  Sign up to be a member of the  
Denver EcoFlora Project oniNaturalist to 
receive updates and additional information.

What is the Goal?
The Denver EcoFlora Project is designed to 
meaningfully connect citizens with biodiversity 
and to assemble novel observations and data 
on the metro area’s flora to better inform policy 
decisions and conservation strategies.
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If you would like to subscribe to our online 
EcoQuest e-newsletter, sign up here.

This project was made possible in part 
by the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services [MG-70-19-0057-19].

November EcoQuest Results – Jumpin’ Junipers
Eighty observations of junipers were made in the month of November – 59 of the observations were of Juniperus scopulorum (Rocky 
Mountain juniper) while 11 were of Juniperus communis (common juniper). 
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Have you noticed plants blooming 
now, at a time when they are normally 
dormant in preparation for winter? 
Out-of-season blooming has been 
noted along the Front Range this fall, 
with plants that normally bloom in the 
spring reblooming, or late blooming 
plants still going strong. It is well-
documented that dry weather can 
lead to drought stress, and trigger 
plants to bloom at abnormal times 
of the year. And this fall has been 
particularly dry and mild for the 
Denver metro area – in fact, this is 
the longest stretch in the history of 
recording meteorological data that 
Denver has received no snow.

Phenology is the timing of plant 
life-cycle events, such as flowering 
or leafing out. Phenology is also a 
leading indicator of climate change 
impacts – shifts in flowering time are 
directly correlated to climatic changes 
resulting from global warming, with 

many spring events occurring earlier 
and fall events happening later than 
they did in the past. Phenology not 
only affects the plant itself, but any 
organism that depends on this plant for 
food. For example, insect emergence 
is often synchronized with host plants 
leafing out, or pollinators emerge when 
plants are blooming. Shifts in plant 
phenology can lead to a disruption 
in important ecosystem services, and 
potentially have cascading effects on a 
multitude of organisms.

Help Denver Botanic Gardens 
document any flowering plants you 
see in the month of December for 
a phenology bioblitz, either native 
or cultivated. Post your findings 
to iNaturalist so they will be 
automatically added to the Denver 
EcoFlora Project. Let’s see just how 
many blooming plants we can find, 
and document these occurrences for 
future phenological research.

December EcoQuest – Blooming Bioblitz 

Photos taken in late November. (TOP) Ericameria nauseosa, 
marinemoleculess, some rights reserved, CC BY-NC, (BOTTOM) 
Grindelia subalpina, marinemoleculess, some rights reserved, 
CC BY-NC.
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