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An innovative exhibition of contemporary artworks created with augmented reality (AR) technology 
premieres at Denver Botanic Gardens in September 2021 as one of 12 participating gardens across six 
countries. Seeing the Invisible features new works by international artists including Ai Weiwei, El Anatsui, 
Refik Anadol, Isaac Julien CBE, Mohammed Kazem, Sigalit Landau, Sarah Meyohas, Pamela Rosenkranz 
and Timur Si-Qin —including several artists’ first works in AR. Visitors view and experience the exhibition 
via an iPhone and Android app. 
 
The first exhibition of its kind to be developed in collaboration between botanical gardens around the world, 
Seeing the Invisible is initiated by the Jerusalem Botanical Gardens and Outset Contemporary Art Fund, 
and is co-curated by Hadas Maor and Tal Michael Haring. The exhibition opens simultaneously across: 
 

 Denver Botanic Gardens (Denver, Colorado, USA) 
 Eden Project (Cornwall, England) 
 Jerusalem Botanical Gardens (Jerusalem, Israel)  
 Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden (Cape Town, South Africa) 
 Marie Selby Botanical Gardens (Sarasota, Florida, USA) 
 Massachusetts Horticultural Society (Wellesley, Massachusetts, USA) 
 Royal Botanical Gardens (Ontario, Canada) 
 Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh (Edinburgh, Scotland) 
 Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, Cranbourne Gardens (Cranbourne, Australia) 
 Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, Melbourne Gardens (Melbourne, Australia) 



 San Diego Botanic Garden (San Diego, California, USA) 
 Tucson Botanical Gardens (Tucson, Arizona, USA)  

 
Seeing the Invisible places the same exhibition of commissioned artworks across 12 outdoor settings, 
creating parallels and contrasts between them. For example, the same work might be staged within a group 
of tall Saguaro cacti in Tucson and among a lush forest of giant redwoods in Edinburgh. Many of the works 
in Seeing the Invisible feature themes around nature, environment, sustainability and the intersection of the 
physical world with the digital one. 
 
Participating artists: 

 Ai Weiwei (b. 1957, Beijing, China; lives and works in Berlin, Germany) 
 Refik Anadol (b. 1985, Istanbul, Turkey; lives and works in Los Angeles, USA) 
 El Anatsui (b. 1944, Anyako, Ghana; lives and works in Nigeria, West Africa) 
 Ori Gersht (b. 1967, Tel Aviv, Israel; lives and works in London, UK) 
 Isaac Julien CBE (b.1960, London, UK; lives and works in London, UK) 
 Mohammed Kazem (b. 1969, Dubai, UAE; lives and works in Dubai, UAE) 
 Sigalit Landau (b. 1969, Jerusalem, Israel; lives and works in Tel Aviv, Israel)  
 Daito Manabe (b. 1976, Tokyo, Japan; lives and works in Tokyo, Japan) 
 Sarah Meyohas (b. 1991, New York City, USA; lives and works in New York City, USA) 
 Mel O’Callaghan (b. 1975, Sydney, Australia; lives and works in Paris, France) 
 Pamela Rosenkranz (b. 1979, Switzerland; lives and works in Zurich, Switzerland) 
 Timur Si-Qin (b. 1984; lives and works in New York City, USA) 
 Jakob Kudsk Steensen (b. 1987, Denmark; lives and works in Berlin, Germany) 

 
“We are thrilled to present such an innovative international collaboration at the Gardens that celebrates the 
convergence of art, technology and science,” says Lisa Eldred, director of exhibitions, art & learning 
engagement; head curator of art. “We look forward to seeing how our visitors engage with this unique 
exhibition as they explore art and nature in new and exciting ways.” 
 
“This exhibition allows artists who have not previously worked in AR to expand on ideas that are central to 
their practice in entirely new ways,” said Seeing the Invisible Co-Curator Hadas Maor. “In doing so, the 
exhibition aims not only to present cutting-edge contemporary art but also to acquaint the viewers with a 
wide array of technical experiences that are related to this emerging medium.” 
 
“The interplay of these augmented reality works in vibrant natural settings breaks down the binary between 
what is often considered ‘natural’ versus ‘digital’, and in this way provides an exhibition experience that is 
much more connected to the way we live today,” added Seeing the Invisible Co-Curator Tal Michael Haring. 
“Coming out of the pandemic when outdoor experiences and nature have taken on a new meaning and 
gravity in our lives, this exhibition represents a fresh way for people to engage with art and nature 
simultaneously.” 
 
“Seeing the Invisible was borne out of an initial collaboration during the pandemic with the Jerusalem 
Botanical Gardens that opened our eyes to the incredible opportunities for creating an entirely new kind of 
contemporary art experience within the setting of a botanical garden,” said Outset Contemporary Art Fund 
Co-Founder Candida Gertler OBE.  
 
This project has been made possible in partnership with The Jerusalem Foundation. Seeing the Invisible is co-curated 
by Hadas Maor and Tal Michael Haring, and organized by Jerusalem Botanical Gardens and Outset Contemporary Art 
Fund. 

# # # 
About Denver Botanic Gardens: Green inside and out, Denver Botanic Gardens was founded in 1951 and is considered one of the top botanical gardens in the United States 
and a pioneer in water conservation. Accredited by the American Alliance of Museums, the Gardens has a robust living plant collection, natural history collection and art collection 
along with temporary art exhibitions. The Gardens is a dynamic, 24-acre urban oasis in the heart of the city, offering unforgettable opportunities to flourish with unique garden 
experiences for the whole family – as well as world-class exhibitions, education and plant conservation research programs. Additional sites extend this experience throughout the 
Front Range: Denver Botanic Gardens Chatfield Farms is a 700-acre native plant refuge with an active farm in Jefferson County; Mount Goliath is a high-altitude trail and 
interpretive site on the Mount Evans Scenic Byway. The Gardens also manages programming at Plains Conservation Center in Aurora. For more information, visit us online at 
www.botanicgardens.org. 


