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Course Preview Summer Quarter (July, August, September 2021) 

  
This course preview is intended to provide a sample of our offerings July 1 – September 
30, 2021. Visit our website for full course information. 
 
Course registration for these courses opens 10 a.m. MT, June 1, 2021. 
 
We will continue to add new classes and will add additional sessions of classes with full 
waitlists. 
 

A Note About Our Programs  
  
Botanic Illustration Programming  
Denver Botanic Gardens School of Botanical Art & Illustration’s curriculum consists of a 
comprehensive series of classes in botanical illustration, providing the drawing and illustration 
skills required to render accurate and useful depictions of the plant world with a focus on detail. 
This program is for the dedicated illustrator as well as the devoted amateur. You do not need 
previous art experience; this program will teach you all you need to know to become a botanic 
illustrator. It culminates in a foundational certificate or advanced diploma in botanical illustration 
for some students and offers an ongoing program of botanical illustration classes for others.  
 
Visit our website for more information about our Botanical Art & Illustration program. 
  
Art Exploration Programming  
In addition to botanical illustration classes, fine art offerings provide opportunities to explore 
other media and techniques harnessing the inspiration of the natural world. Consider a class in 
creative journaling, collage or printmaking to discover new modes of expression. These classes 
are open to all regardless of previous art experience. 
 
Visit our website for more information about our Art Exploration program. 
  
Science & Art Lectures 
Lectures include Café Botanique and other selected lectures. These lectures cover a wide range 
of topics that approach the intersection of art and science. Lectures are generally 30-40 minutes 
and are followed by a question and answer session and discussion. Selected lectures at Denver 
Botanic Gardens qualify for elective credits for the Botanical Illustration program. Attendance at 
one lecture gives one elective credit hour; students can receive a maximum of 15 credit hours 

https://catalog.botanicgardens.org/Default.aspx?tagid=10
https://www.botanicgardens.org/education/school-botanical-art-illustration/botanical-illustration-program
https://www.botanicgardens.org/education/school-botanical-art-illustration/art-exploration-courses
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from these lectures. Pre-registration is required for credit toward your botanical illustration 
certificate or diploma. 
 
Visit our website for more information about Science & Art Lectures.  
 
Before You Register 
Please ensure you have completed the prerequisites necessary for courses. Prerequisites are 
listed in the full course description or core botanical illustration courses can be found online. 
You will not be allowed to participate in your course if prerequisite requirements are not met. 
Normal refund policies apply. If you have more questions, check our FAQ page or email 
SBAI@botanicgardents.org.  
 
Once You Register 
A PDF syllabus, including materials, location, or a zoom link for online offerings, will be emailed 
to you upon registration. Please review this document carefully and contact 
SBAI@botanicgardents.org if you have any questions. If you need to make changes to your 
registration, please Denver Botanic Gardens Resource Center by emailing 
info@botanicgardens.org or calling 720-865-3500. 
 
Refund Policy 
Refunds for cancellations more than one week prior to class start are subject to a 15% 
cancellation fee. Cancellations made with less than one weeks’ notice are non-refundable. 
Some classes may have extended cancellation periods. These exceptions will be noted in the 
full course description online. 
 
Please note this preview is NOT comprehensive. Dates and times are subject to change and 
courses may be added or cancelled. Stay up to date and in touch by following our Facebook page 
and signing up for our e-Newsletter. 
 
 

SPRING QUARTER 
July 1 – September 30, 2021 Course Preview 

 
Please note, these calendars show the start date only. Full course descriptions and dates (listed 
alphabetically by title) begin on page 6. All classes are shown in Mountain Time Zone. Find 
your local time with this time zone converter. 

https://www.botanicgardens.org/education/school-botanical-art-illustration/science-art-lectures
https://www.botanicgardens.org/sites/default/files/file/2021-03/FoundationalCertificateOutline.pdf
https://www.botanicgardens.org/education/school-botanical-art-illustration/school-botanical-art-illustration-faq
mailto:SBAI@botanicgardents.org
mailto:SBAI@botanicgardents.org
mailto:%20info@botanicgardens.org
https://www.facebook.com/SchoolOfBotanicalArtAndIllustration
https://botanicgardens.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=cbad7b587235ab57c0ed048d8&id=46ae68fad9
https://www.thetimezoneconverter.com/
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Unless noted, all classes are online (Mountain Time Zone). 
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SUMMER QUARTER (July 1 – September 30, 2021)   
Full course descriptions  

Art as Therapy 
When it comes to making art, we all have doubts and resistance. We all have an inner critic who judges who 
we are, what we do and how we do it. In this series, you are guided through different art therapy exercises, 
exploring different mediums, to (re)discover your inner compass, reconnect to your truth and explore your 
own personal art language. This course fee does not include materials.  
 
This course is part of our Art Exploration program and open to anyone.  
 
Prerequisites: none  
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member 
Online: September 16, 23, 30, October 7, 17, 8:30-11:30 a.m. MT | Instructor: Laurence Pierson-
Bonenberger 
 
 
NEW Artists Skills: Photoshop Basics 
You’ve scanned your artwork at 300 DPI but a scan is never prefect. We walk through all the steps of 
finessing your scan to match your artwork using basic retouching skills and tools in Photoshop. Learn how to 
clean dust, specs and fibers that may have been captured in the scan, adjust the lighting and match the  
color as close as possible to the original. Save the file in different formats for print, juried exhibition entry and 
web use.  
 
This Art Exploration course is also a Botanical Illustration elective. It is suitable for all artists. The course fee 
does not include materials. 
 
Prerequisites: None. Understanding Resolution preferred but not required 
Fee: $50 member | $60 non-member 
Online: July 16, 1-4 p.m. MT | Instructor: Shiere Melin 
 
 
Artists Skills: Understanding File Format & Resolution  
You’ve finished an amazing piece of art – now what? In this digital age of print, web and social media, 
understanding the language, sizing and file formats for different output uses is critical for the best 
representation of your work. Learn how to best prepare your digital files to submit to a call-for-entries, print 
publication, website or for social media applications.  
 
This class is both an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate program as well as part of 
the Art Exploration program. It is suitable for all artists. The course fee does not include materials. 
 
Prerequisites: none 
Fee: $45 member | $55 non-member 
Online: September 11, 10 a.m. – noon MT | Instructor: Shiere Melin 
 
 
NEW Bookbinding of the Month: Crown Binding  
The book as an artistic expression or as an artistic vehicle. Making your own handmade books opens a world 
of possibilities: journals, sketch books or artist creations. Books can be a place for your botanical art, your 
thoughts, your sketches, or they can be the art itself. The crown binding is a multi-fold book with flexible 
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adaptions. The “crown” forms the spine, and folded, moveable tabs hold the pages in place. There is no 
sewing or gluing involved in the basic design. We will add a soft cover and make a second with a hard, glued 
board cover. In this workshop make one or more dummy books to which you can then apply your vision. A 
dummy book is a blank book (usually) the size and number of pages of the finished book. A practice version. 
A learning version. A planning version. Recycled materials, white papers or fancy papers are all acceptable 
and encouraged. 

This class is part of our Art Exploration program and open to everyone. You do not need previous experience 
book binding. The course fee does not include materials. 

Prerequisites: none 
Fee: $60 member | $70 non-member 
Online: July 31, 9 a.m. – noon MT | Instructor: Shiere Melin  
 
 
NEW The Botanist Is In 
Sign up for a botanical review of your illustration at any stage in the process with botanist Melissa Islam, 
Ph.D. In these small group sessions, Melissa will review for botanical accuracy and provide constructive 
feedback to help you take your botanical illustrations to the next level. 
  
This course is part of our Botanical Illustration program. 
  
Prerequisites: Any level one Botanical Illustration Core Course 
Fee: $15 member | $20 non-member 
Online: July 8, 10-11 a.m. MT | Instructor: Melissa Islam, Ph.D. 
Online: July 22, 10-11 a.m. MT | Instructor: Melissa Islam, Ph.D. 
 
  
NEW Botany Spotlight: Fruits & Seeds, From Still Life to Real Life 
From Egyptian pyramids to the still life hanging on your wall, fruits have been and are a favorite subject of 
artists. Let us sharpen our botanical chops and dive into the morphology of fruits and seeds. We explore 
morphological diversity, touch on how this diversity disperses plants across landscapes and finally find out 
why knowing those pesky anatomical terms for shapes, texture and relief will elevate your next illustration. 
  
This program is an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate Program but is open to 
everyone. 
  
Prerequisites: none 
Fee: $40 member | $50 non-member 
Online: July 29, 1-4 p.m. MT | Instructor: Melissa Islam, Ph.D. 
 
  
NEW Botany Spotlight: Ferns 
Ferns, once the primary food of herbivorous sauropods, dominated landscapes (299-369 million years ago) 
before the rise of flashy flowering plants. The 10,500 living fern species may look ancient but evolved 
relatively recently, about 70 million years ago. Learn about the botanical attributes and diversity of form in 
ferns, which likely led to the Victorian’s pteridomania, or fern-fever. Leave with a little of your own 
pteridomania. 
  
This program is an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate Program but is open to 
everyone. 
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Prerequisites: none 
Fee: $40 member | $50 non-member 
Online: August 5, 1-4 p.m. MT | Instructor: Melissa Islam, Ph.D. 
 
 
NEW Bookbinding of the Month: Portfolio Case 
The book as an artistic expression or as an artistic vehicle. Making your own handmade books opens a world 
of possibilities: journals, sketch books or artist creations. Books can be a place for your botanical art, your 
thoughts, your sketches, or they can be the art itself.  

The portfolio case is a strong storage binding that can be used in a variety of ways. Typically, our students 
use one to store and present their work. Portfolios are constructed like hard cover books. They are made with 
board, books cloth on a hinge and fun papers. Inner flaps will be added on the top, bottom and side to 
prevent contents from falling out. We will also add a ribbon tie to hold it all together. 

This course is part of our Art Exploration program and open to everyone. No previous experience in 
bookbinding necessary. The course fee does not include materials. 

Prerequisites: none 
Fee: $90 member | $110 non-member 
ONSITE: (Denver Botanic Gardens, Freyer – Newman Center, Classroom 6)  
September 25, 9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. MT | Instructor: Shiere Melin 
 
 
NEW Bookbinding of the Month: Tea Bag Book with Ledger Binding  
The book as an artistic expression or as an artistic vehicle. Making your own handmade books opens a world 
of possibilities: journals, sketch books or artist creations. Books can be a place for your botanical art, your 
thoughts, your sketches, or they can be the art itself.  

Tea, anyone? In this class we make three little tea bags…well, books that is. A single tea bag with an 
inclusion, a multi-page book with a ledger binding and a single signature book with a tea bag shape. All with 
tea bag tags and ready for teatime! No gluing involved, just cutting, folding and some stitching. Make one or 
more dummy books that you can then apply to your vision. A dummy book is a blank book (usually) the size 
and number of pages of the finished book. A practice version. A learning version. A planning version. 
Recycled materials, white papers or fancy papers are all acceptable and encouraged. 

This course is part of our Art Exploration program and open to everyone. No previous experience in 
bookbinding necessary. The course fee does not include materials. 

Prerequisites: none 
Fee: $60 member | $70 non-member 
Online: August 28, 9 a.m. – noon MT | Instructor: Shiere Melin 
 

Botanical Illustration in Colored Pencil I  
This versatile, portable medium is perfect for sketching on location as well as producing in studio. You have 
learned to layer colored pencil; now learn techniques to draw effectively in this medium. Apply your drawing 
skills and learn new methods specific to colored pencil. Learn more about layering, building and burnishing in 
color. Learn through instruction, demonstration and practice on small studies of botanical subjects. You will 
be ready to produce a finished plate in Botanical Illustration in Colored Pencil II. Please note: This class may 
be moved online. This course fee does not include materials.  
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Prerequisites: Light on From, Color Layering for Colored Pencil  
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member 
Online: August 12, 19, 26, September 2, 9, 9 a.m. – noon MT | Instructor: Susan DiMarchi 
Online: September 17, 24, October 1, 8, 15, 9 a.m – noon MT | Instructor: Phillip Potter 
 
 
Botanical Illustration in Colored Pencil II  
Take your colored pencil skills to the next level and become proficient in this fun, versatile medium. Work 
through a step-by-step process to create a preparatory layered drawing. Learn techniques to create texture, 
detail and depth to enhance your subject. Experiment with different surfaces and solvents for blending and 
shading. Add depth with atmospheric perspective and learn finishing techniques that will make your drawings 
pop. Individual attention guides you to create a finished botanical plate.  
 
This is a core course for the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate Program. The six-week course 
format includes both class time and individual, one-on-one feedback sessions with your instructor. You must 
have the prerequisites to participate. The course fee does not include materials.  
 
Prerequisites: Botanical Illustration in Colored Pencil I, Botany for the Botanical Illustrator, Composition for 
Botanical Illustration, Perfecting Perspective  
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member  
Online: July 13, 20, 27, August 3, 6-9 p.m. MT and August 17, 6-8 p.m. MT | Instructor: Susan DiMarchi 
 
 
Botanical Illustration in Pencil I 
Learn the skills of careful observation and realistic drawing in graphite pencil, including line drawing, shading 
and perspective. Begin with an overview of the specific elements of botanical illustration. Step-by-step added 
techniques help you render accurate perspective, texture and detail. This entry level course is a prerequisite 
for all required courses to follow. Emerge from this class with the tools you need to draw anything.  
 
This is a required course for the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate Program but is open to all. This 
course fee does not include materials.  
 
Prerequisites: none  
Fee: $315 | $265 member 
Online: July 23, 30, August 6, 13, 20, 9 a.m. – noon MT | Instructor: Lori Ann Levy-Holm  
Online: September 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, 1-4 p.m. MT | Instructor: Phillip Potter 
 
 
Botanical Illustration in Pencil II 
A good drawing is the basis of botanical illustration in any medium. Simple and classic, pencil drawing is a 
timeless art form. Expand on the skills you learned in Botanical Illustration in Pencil I as you reinforce and 
refine your knowledge of graphite pencil. Learn additional techniques for shading, texture, perspective, depth 
and composition. Group instruction and individual attention are tailored to help you complete a botanical plate 
in this subtle and striking medium.  
 
This is a required course for the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate Program. This course fee does 
not include materials.  
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Prerequisites: Light on Form, Botany for the Botanical Illustrator, Composition for Botanical Illustration, 
Perfecting Perspective  
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member 
Online: September 21, 28, October 5, 12, 19, 9 a.m. – noon MT | Instructor: Renee Jorgensen 
 
 
Botanical Illustration in Pen & Ink I  
Pen and ink is expressive, effective and is the heart of botanical illustration. Expand your drawing repertoire 
as you learn techniques to create line, form and texture in black and white. Expressive line and stipple 
become part of your artistic vocabulary as you practice this traditional illustration medium with modern and 
versatile technical pens. Step-by-step instruction, demonstration and practice give you the foundation you 
need to draw any botanical subject accurately and skillfully.  
 
This course fee does not include materials. This course is part of the Botanical Illustration Foundational 
Certificate Program.  
 
Prerequisites: Botanical Illustration in Pencil I, Light on Form  
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member 
Online: July 21, 28, August 4, 11, 18, 9 a.m. – noon MT | Instructor: Marjorie Leggitt 
Online: September 15, 22, 29, October 6, 13, 1-4 p.m. MT | Instructor: Renee Jorgensen 
 
 
Botanical Illustration in Pen & Ink II  
Take your pen and ink skills to a new level of sophistication. Explore the Gardens' limitless world of color, 
texture and complex botany and incorporate this information into black-and-white illustrations. Working with 
both technical pen and traditional quill, learn advanced techniques to make strokes mimic the fuzz on ferns, 
the down on milkweed pods or the mottled colors of a variegated begonia. Learn how to layer and manipulate 
lines and stipples to develop a full range of value, texture and atmospheric perspective. Pen techniques take 
on a new meaning as you flesh out the final inked illustration of a plant of your choice.  
 
This is a required course for the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate Program. The course fee does 
not include materials. 
 
Prerequisites: Botanical Illustration in Pen & Ink I, Perfecting Perspective, Botany for the Botanical 
Illustrator, Composition for Botanical Illustration  
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member 
Online: September 21, 28, October 5, 12, 19, 9 a.m. – noon MT | Instructor: Renee Jorgensen 
 
 
Botanical Illustration in Watercolor I 
Combine drawing skills and your knowledge of color mixing as you discover the delight of putting brush to 
paper. Learn specific techniques for transparent watercolor and become part of the watercolor botanical 
tradition. Instruction, demonstration and practical exercises guide you through a variety of watercolor 
techniques: flat and graded washes, highlights and drybrush detail. Learn to build washes for depth of tone 
and shading and how to create soft and hard edges. With these foundational skills, you'll be ready to create a 
finished plate in Botanical Illustration in Watercolor II.  
 
This is a required course for the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate Program. The course fee does 
not include materials. 
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Prerequisites: Botanical Illustration in Pencil I, Color Mixing in Watercolor, Botanical Illustration in 
Watercolor I, Light on Form, Botany for the Botanical Illustrator, Composition for Botanical Illustration, 
Perfecting Perspective 
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member  
Online: August 11, 18, 25, September 1, 8 1-4 p.m. MT | Instructor: Renee Jorgensen 
 
 
NEW Café Botanique: Rising from the Ashes – Wildfire & Art  
Join artist Anna Kaye to explore the intersection of art and science—and discover through meticulous 
renderings of native species how wildfires have shaped our Colorado ecosystems for millennia. Kaye’s 
artwork examines loss, adaptation and renewal, offering a visual language to assist in coping with our 
transforming landscapes. 
 
Anna Kaye is an artist, educator and curator currently living in Denver, Colorado. She earned a BS in geology 
and fine art at Skidmore College, NY. She continued her education at Yale in painting, drawing, printmaking 
and photography. She earned her MFA at Washington University in St. Louis where she was awarded the 
Laura and William Jen Scholarship and a teaching on record position. She curates large-scale exhibitions 
that promote social action and connectivity.  
 
Kaye currently teaches at the Denver Art Museum and is represented by the Sandra Phillips Gallery in 
Denver. 
 
This program is an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate Program but is open to 
everyone. 
 
Prerequisites: none 
Fee: $7 member | $10 non-member 
Online: September 8, 6:30-8 p.m. MT | Speaker: Anna Kaye 
 
 
NEW Claret Cup Cactus in Colored Pencil on Film 
You want color, fire and prickly beauty? The claret cup cactus delivers. Native to the desert areas of the 
American Southwest, it grows wild in pinyon-juniper woodlands, creosote shrub and Joshua tree forest. It is a 
desert dweller growing in gravel soil and can be found at Denver Botanic Gardens! Learn how to render this 
colorful succulent in colored pencil on drafting film, maxing out the “wow” while remaining scientifically 
correct. Technical expertise with observation and color layering can easily be applied to other classes in the 
program. 
 
This course is an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate and Diploma programs. You 
must have completed the prerequisites to participate. 
 
Prerequisites: Botanical illustration in Pencil I and Color Layering for Colored Pencil or a certificate or 
diploma in botanical illustration from another institution and experience in colored pencil 
Fee: $60 member | $70 non-member 
Online: July 13 9 a.m. – noon MT | Instructor: Heidi Snyder 
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Color Layering for Colored Pencil  
Colored pencil presents a special challenge: mixing color directly on your drawing. Learn to use a simple 
color-mixing method adapted to the application of colored pencils. Two-, three- and four-color mixing will get 
you to the gorgeous greens, radiant reds and luscious lilacs you've been dreaming of. Practice color 
matching with a variety of plant material as you create your own extensive color workbook to speed color 
selection and application for all feature colored pencil drawings.  
 
This is a required course for the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate Program but is open to all. 
Most supplies are included in this course fee. 
 
Prerequisites: none  
Fee: $475 member | $525 non-member 
Online: July 17, 17, 18, 9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. MT | Instructor: Susan DiMarchi  
Online: August 13, 14, 15, 9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. MT Instructor: Susan DiMarchi 
 
 
Color Mixing in Watercolor  
The first step to watercolor painting is mixing colors. Learn a system for combining colors consistently to 
eliminate frustrating trial and error. Exercises, demonstrations and discussion show you how to achieve the 
broadest possible spectrum. Learn about paint properties and important information about choosing 
pigments. Practice mixing colors to match a variety of plant material. Gain confidence and skills to improve 
your color work.  
 
This is a required course for the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate Program but is open to all. This 
course fee includes most of the materials you will need for this and other watercolor courses taken through 
the School of Botanical Art & Illustration.    
 
Prerequisites: none  
Fee: $525 member | $565 non-member 
Online: July 28, August 4, 11, 18, 25, 6-9 p.m. MT | Instructor: Renee Jorgensen 
 
 
GUEST INSTRUCTOR The Complex Form of Composite Flowers in Watercolor with  
Heeyoung Kim 
Have you felt so overwhelmed by multiple petals and complicated spiral patterns of complex flowers that you 
avoided painting them? Well, as a botanical artist you can’t avoid one of the largest flowering plant families: 
Asteraceae. In this workshop learn to draw and paint various forms of the spiral pattern that occurs in the disk 
parts of composite flowers and commonly in seeds and fruits as well. Sweet coneflower (Rudbeckia 
subtomentosa) and purple coneflower (Echinacea purpurea) demonstrate different approaches to the disk 
patterns and the colors on the petals between yellow and red. 
 
This course is an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate and Diploma programs. You 
must have completed the prerequisites to participate. The course fee does not include materials. 
 
Prerequisites: Botanical Illustration in Watercolor I or a certificate or diploma in botanical illustration and 
experience in watercolor illustration 
Fee: $350 member | $400 non-member 
Online: July 30, 31, August 1, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. MT | Instructor: Heeyoung Kim 
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Composition for Botanical Illustration  
The arrangement of line, shape and color in artwork is itself an art form. The difference between a pleasant 
picture and an amazing work of art is often the composition. This course begins with a study of how to use 
compositional elements and principles in your botanical illustration. Create your own thumbnail composition 
and develop insight and expertise to enhance your future illustrations.  
 
This is a required course for the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate Program but is open to all. This 
course fee does not include materials. 
 
Prerequisites: none (Pencil I recommended)  
Fee: $315 | $265 member 
Online: August 6, 7, 8, 9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. MT | Instructor: Marjorie Leggitt  
Online: September 17, 18, 19, 9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. MT | Instructor: Marjorie Leggitt 
 
 
NEW Floral Color Explosion in Pen & Ink 
July is peak flower season and fresh, brilliant colors are everywhere! In this class we use the color explosion 
around us as inspiration and look at some of the masters who have captured the glory of the season in 
various mediums. Develop your skills as an excellent observer of nature and try your hand at combining 
botanicals with graphics and extraordinary COLOR. Use pen and ink and the color application of your choice 
to build full, dynamic, colorful garden visuals. 
 
This course is an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate and Diploma programs. You 
must have completed the prerequisites to participate. The course fee does not include materials. 
 
Prerequisites: Botanical Illustration in Pen & Ink II, Botanical Illustration in Colored Pencil I OR Botanical 
Illustration in Watercolor I, or a certificate or diploma in botanical illustration from another institution 
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member 
Online: July 12, 19, 26, August 2, 9, 1-4 p.m. MT | Instructor: Shiere Melin 
 
 
Gouache: The Alternative to Watercolor 
Gouache is an opaque water-based paint that will be a wonderful addition to your painting palette. Its 
beautiful matte finish and vibrant colors can create bold graphic illustrations, or to be used in transparent 
washes similar to watercolor. This class covers the basics of this easy to use paint, that just might replace 
your watercolor forever!  
 
This course is part of the Art Exploration program and open to everyone. The course fee does not include 
materials.  
 
Prerequisites: none  
Fee: $210 | $175 member 
Online: June 30 10 a.m. – noon MT | Instructor: Sarah Pedry 
 
 
NEW The Illustrated Recipe 
Apple pie? Borscht? Herbed muffins? Choose a favorite recipe and create an illustration as the perfect 
companion! In this on-site class, learn how to create a dynamic composition that will enhance the text of your 
recipe by adding botanical ingredients, cooking tools and maybe Grandma's favorite serving dish! First, we 
study how other artists have illustrated recipes in cookbooks old and new. Exercises in class add to your 
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illustration skill set by learning colored pencil techniques to depict shiny surfaces, liquids and other non-
botanical textures. With lots of individual guidance, you will make a lasting keepsake that will make a 
fabulous holiday gift or the start of an heirloom cookbook! 
 
This course is an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate and Diploma programs. You 
must have completed the prerequisites to participate. The course fee does not include materials. 
 
Prerequisites: Botanical Illustration in Pencil II, Botanical Illustration in Colored Pencil I, Botanical Illustration 
in Pen & Ink II or a certificate or diploma in botanical art & illustration 
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member 
ONSITE: (Denver Botanic Gardens, Freyer – Newman Center)  
September 30, October 7, 14, 21, 28, 1-4 p.m. MT | Instructor: Susan DiMarchi 
 
 
Improve Your Handwriting  
Handwriting is becoming a lost art! As email and text messaging have become our primary method of written 
communication, the simple elegance and flow of cursive has fallen aside. Research suggests that developing 
handwriting skills aids in the visual identification of graphic shapes, and thus helps in your development as an 
artist. Develop and improve your handwriting skills using simple methods. With practice, you will be able to 
make neater, more beautiful writing a habit. 
 
This Art Exploration course is also a botanical illustration elective. It is suitable for all artists. The course fee 
does not include materials. 
 
Prerequisites: none 
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member.  
Online: July 13, 20, 27, August 4, 10, 9 a.m. – noon MT | Instructor: Renee Jorgensen 
 
 
Introduction to Botanical Illustration 
Start at the beginning. Whether you've had no experience with drawing or have forgotten what you learned 
way back when, this is the class for you. Learn step by step in this gently paced course. Carefully explained 
demonstrations, simple exercises and helpful critiques show you how to draw what you see. Build your skills 
and enter the School of Botanical Art & Illustration with confidence.  
 
This Art Exploration course is also a Botanical Illustration Certificate elective. It is suitable for all artists. The 
course fee does not include materials. 
 
Prerequisites: This course is open to everyone however if you are already confident in your drawing ability 
and working toward your botanical illustration certificate, please proceed directly with Botanical Illustration in 
Pencil 1 
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member 
Online: July 7, 14, 21, 28, August 4, 1-4 p.m. MT | Instructor: Renee Jorgensen 
 
 
Introduction to Carbon Dust 
The carbon dust technique was developed by medical illustrator Max Brödel in the early 20th century and is 
characterized by subtle and precise gradations of gray values. Using a combination of carbon pencil lines 
and carbon dust applied with brushes, this medium produces rich tonal renderings with the value range of 
charcoal and the precision of watercolor. You are introduced to these tools and others to learn methodical 
layering and to create flawless continuous tone.  
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This course is an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate and Diploma programs. The 
course fee does not include materials.  
 
Prerequisites: Pencil II or a degree/certificate in illustration and familiarity with graphite or carbon dust  
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member 
Online: August 16, 23, 30, September 13, 20, 1-4 MT | Instructor: Shiere Melin 
 
 
Introduction to Sumi-E Painting 
This two-day workshop introduces you to the materials and brush skills utilized in the ancient Chinese form of 
painting. On day one, paint different plant life, and on day two branch out to paint fish, insects, birds and a 
mammal or two if there’s time!  
 
This course is part of our Art Exploration program and open to everyone. This course fee does not include 
materials.  
 
Prerequisites: none  
Fee: $110 member | $130 non-member 
Online: August 23, 30, 1-4 p.m. MT | Instructor: Lori Ann Levy-Holm  
 
 
NEW Introduction to Insects 
Insects represent the world’s largest percentage of organisms. More than 1 million species of insects have 
been documented and studied to date. At present the total number of documented living organisms is about 
2.5 million, or 40% of all known living species. Scientist further estimate that there may be between 10 and 
30 million species of insects inhabiting our planet. In this class, we familiarize ourselves with some of the 
more common insects of Colorado, and then produce a scientifically correct drawing combining plants and 
insects, done in colored pencil on drafting film. While copious references will be made available, each class 
participant is also expected to contribute his/her own materials, thus creating a unique piece of art of 
scientific value. The addressed concepts of observation, analysis, composition, species-specific presentation 
and technical expertise with colored pencil on drafting film easily carry over to other classes in the program. 
 
This course is an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate and Diploma programs. You 
must have completed the prerequisites to participate. 
 
Prerequisites: Botanical Illustration in Colored Pencil I or a certificate/degree in botanical illustration or 
scientific illustration and experience in colored pencil. 
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member 
ONSITE: (Denver Botanic Gardens, Freyer – Newman Center, Classroom 6)  
September 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 9 a.m. – noon MT | Instructor: Heidi Snyder 
 
 
Introduction to Watercolor Pencil  
Discover the versatility when illustrating and painting with watercolor pencils. Learn tips and techniques on 
how to manage the color wet or dry. Used as a mixed media or alone, watercolor pencil is the perfect media 
for developing a botanical illustration, botanical art, great for travel, for journaling or quick sketching 
applications.  
 
This course is an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate and Diploma programs. You 
must have completed the prerequisites to participate. This course fee does not include materials. 
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Prerequisites: Color layering in Colored Pencil 
Fee: $110 member | $130 non-member 
Online: August 19, 26, 6-9 p.m. MT | Instructor: Renee Jorgensen 
 
 
Light on Form 
Take your drawings from flat to fabulous. The secret to portraying light and shadow on your subjects lies in 
understanding the science of lighting as it applies to different forms. Beginning with basic geometric shapes, 
refine your skills in showing the light on and volume of any subject. This class works entirely in graphite 
pencil, but the principles apply to all other media. As you progress from fruits and vegetables to leaves and 
flowers and entire plants with complex shapes, overcome obstacles in creating three-dimensional drawings.  
 
This is a required course for the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate Program. You must have 
completed the prerequisites to participate. This course fee does not include materials. 
 
Prerequisites: Botanical Illustration in Pencil 1  
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member 
Online: August 10, 17, 24, 31, September 7 9 a.m. – noon MT Instructor: Marjorie Leggitt 
Online: September 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 9 a.m. – noon MT | Instructor: Phillip Potter 
 
 
NEW Making Tea-Dyed Paper 
Dying or staining your own paper for a more aesthetic, antiqued or textured look is a perfect addition to your 
skills, especially if your interests lie in handmade books or even greeting cards. Use basic copy paper and 
steeped tea with a few other household items to enhance your paper. Try a couple texture techniques and 
other drying and flattening options. This is a great starting point to transition into paper-making and perfect for 
use in the Tea Bag Book class. 
 
This course is part of our Art Exploration program and open to all regardless of experience. The course fee 
does not include materials. 
 
Prerequisites: none 
Fee: $55 member | $70 non-member 
Online: August 12, 1-4 p.m. MT | Instructor: Shiere Melin 
 
 
GUEST INSTRUCTOR Pen Nib & Ink Paraphernalia with Rogério Lupo 
The traditional pen nib is a delicate tool that demands discipline from the artist and requires careful attention 
and skill to avoid damage and preserve its good qualities. In addition to the nib, we must take special care 
with the ink, the vial of which should not ever be left uncapped, lest it lose fluidity by dehydration. We must 
also consider the paper and take measures to prevent stains from ink drops or spills, and protect it from our 
hand’s skin oils, as this can cause the ink to be repelled. While every artist intuitively knows all of this or 
learns it by experience, only a few of them take steps to prevent accidents. This workshop addresses those 
steps, offering hints and very simple solutions on how to preserve nibs with a method of constant and perfect 
cleaning, and even how to rectify or improve nibs through sanding and polishing them in specific ways. We 
also cover simple, but necessary, methods for preventing ink waste and spoilage due to drying or spilling, 
and methods for enhancing its viscosity, improving the quality and consistency of lines during drawing.    
 
This lecture is both an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate and Diploma programs as 
well as part of the Art Exploration program. It is open to all and suitable for anyone looking to better 
understand pen and ink paraphernalia and its care. 
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Prerequisites: none 
Fee: $75 member | $85 non-member 
Online: August 21, 1-4 p.m. MT | Instructor: Rogério Lupo  
 
 
Perfecting Perspective 
Do you shy away from complicated plants? Even experienced illustrators sometimes struggle with 
foreshortening and simplify their subjects to eliminate difficult elements. Work with botanical subjects that 
demonstrate each aspect of perspective and learn techniques for seeing and depicting perspective 
accurately. This class works entirely in graphite pencil, but the principles apply to all media. Gain confidence 
in your drafting skills and improve your drawings from this class forward.  
 
This is a required course for the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate Program. You must have 
completed the prerequisites to participate. This course fee does not include materials.   
 
Prerequisites: Pencil I  
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member 
Online: July 12, 19, 26, August 2, 9, 1-4 p.m. MT | Instructor: Marjorie Leggitt  
Online: September 13, 20, 27, October 4, 11, 6-9 p.m. MT | Instructor Marjorie Leggitt 
 
 
NEW Photographing Your Artwork with Scott Dressel-Martin 
We don’t all have access to a high-quality scanner, but we need to be able to share our work. Often the best 
we can do is to snap a photo of our artwork using our phone. This workshop provides simple tips and tricks to 
help you capture the best, most accurate photos of your art and avoid common pitfalls using the camera you 
have on hand. The workshop combines a series of demonstrations and examples with question-and-answer 
time to help you get the most from your camera.  
 
This workshop is both an elective for the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate and part of the Art 
Exploration program and is open to everyone.  
 
Prerequisites: none 
Fee: $25 member | $30 non-member 
Online: August 9, 6-8 p.m. MT | Instructor: Scott Dressel-Martin 
 
 
NEW Pinecones in Pen & Ink 
Pines, conifers or evergreens, date back 260 million years and are mostly native to the northern hemisphere. 
Refresh pen and ink skills and address Fibonacci sequences, particularly in pinecones, while studying the 
genus Pinus with the help of a botanist. The habit, male and female cones, needle/leaf style, flowers and 
seeds will be included in the final scientific plates.  
 
This course is an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate and Diploma programs. You 
must have completed the prerequisites to participate. The course fee does not include materials. 
Prerequisites: Botanical Illustration in Pen & Ink II OR a certificate or diploma in botanical or scientific 
illustration from another institution with expertise in pen and ink. 
Fee: $280 member | $330 non-member 
ONSITE: (Denver Botanic Gardens, Freyer – Newman Center, Classroom 6)  
September 14, 21, 28, October 5, 12, 1-4 p.m. MT | Instructor: Shiere Melin 
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Portfolio Preparation 
Portfolio Preparation is designed for students who have all course work toward a certificate (all core courses 
and a minimum of 100 elective instructional hours) and wish to apply for final portfolio review and graduation. 
Part A of Portfolio Preparation explores the requirements for final portfolio submission and prepare you for a 
preliminary portfolio review with a botanist and reviewing artist. One you have completed Part A of Portfolio 
Preparation, you are invited to submit your scanned work and schedule time for Part B of Portfolio 
Preparation: a small online group critique and preliminary review with one of our reviewing artists and a 
botanist. There is no additional fee for Part B. Following your session, you have time to correct your pieces 
before your final submission. 
 
Prerequisites: All core courses in the botanical illustration certificate program and 100 elective hours 
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member 
Online: Part A, July 9, 6-8 p.m. MT | Instructor: Jessica Glombick 
Online: Part B – Various dates & times | Instructor: Various 
 
 
NEW Radiant Reds! Watercolor Pencil with Graphite & Ink 
Theme: Red! Paint radiant realism using a combination of watercolor pencils, graphite and ink. Create an 
illustration selecting from the rich and varied subjects from the world of red flowers, fruits, vegetables, insects 
or birds. Complete a plate of your subject of choice in radiant red by mixing watercolor pencils, graphite and 
ink. 
 
This course is an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate and Diploma programs. You 
must have completed the prerequisites to participate. The course fee does not include materials. 
 
Prerequisites: Introduction to Watercolor Pencil, any Watercolor Pencil Mixed Media class, Color Layering in 
Colored Pencil and Botanical Illustration in Pencil I OR a certificate or diploma in botanical or scientific 
illustration from another institution with experience in watercolor pencil. 
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member 
Online: August 24, 31, September 7, 14, 21, 1-4 p.m. MT | Instructor: Renee Jorgensen 
 
 
GUEST INSTRUCTOR Rendering Textures in Graphite with Rogério Lupo 
A drawing done purely in graphite can be spectacular. Mastering graphite technique allows us to complete 
studies and grasp the essentials of light and shade before working with other media such as colored pencils, 
pen and ink or even watercolors. This course provides the fundamentals, focusing specifically on textures 
found in nature with all their diversity, either using only graphite on white paper or graphite and white colored 
pencil on toned paper.   
 
This course is an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate and Diploma programs. You 
must have completed the prerequisites to participate. Please expect to dedicate time to your work outside of 
class time. The course fee does not include materials. 
 
 
Prerequisites: Botanical Illustration in Pencil II or a certificate, diploma or degree in botanical or scientific 
illustration 
Fee: $350 member | $400 non-member 
Online: July 20, 22, 27, 29, August 3, 5, 9 a.m. – noon MT | Instructor: Rogério Lupo 
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Spencerian Writing  
Spencerian script is a timeless handwriting style that has found its place in the world of beautiful calligraphic 
lettering. The focus of this class is on the exploration and development of this writing style for various artistic 
uses. Learn and practice with two simple tools to get started – a mechanical pencil and paper.  
 
This class is both an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate and Diploma programs as 
well as part of the Art Exploration program. It is open to everyone but has recommended prerequisites that 
will help you get the most from this course. The course fee does not include materials. 
 
Prerequisites: None. Recommended but not required: Improving Your Handwriting, or Handwriting Basics & 
the Artist’s Signature 
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member 
Online: August 17, 24, 31, September 1, 8, 9 a.m. – noon MT | Instructor: Renee Jorgensen 
 
 
GUEST INSTRUCTOR Succulent Strawberries with Ann Swan 
Create strawberries that look good enough to eat! Capture sheen, structure and scintillating reds in colored 
pencil. Lose your fear of depicting complex detail and come to grips with Fibonacci. Learn how to mix vibrant 
reds and choose the right shade color to keep your work vibrant but create form. In this two-day workshop, 
learn techniques for capturing those luscious, shiny highlights on the fruits plus the complex veining on 
leaves. You have the chance to start a small strawberry-centered composition of your own.  
 
This course is an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate and Diploma programs. You 
must have completed the prerequisites to participate. Please expect to dedicate time to your work outside of 
class time. The course fee does not include materials. 
 
Prerequisites: Botanical Illustration in Colored Pencil I or a certificate, diploma or degree in botanical or 
scientific illustration 
Fee: $175 member | $205 non-member 
Online: August 17, 19, 8:30-11:30 a.m. MT | Instructor: Ann Swan 
 
 
NEW Teatime in the Drawing Room 
Join us for a cup of afternoon tea and a relaxed painting session. Each week we try a new tea and paint a 
bouquet depicting the plants used to make the tea. Learn to trace and transfer drawings from herbarium 
specimens, then enjoy the painting process. A local tea expert joins us for one session to discuss the 
botanical side of tea drinking, as well as a variety of teatime traditions and history.  
 
This class is both an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate program as well as part of 
the Art Exploration program. It is open to anyone. The course fee does not include materials. 
 
Prerequisites: none 
Fee: $250 member | $290 non-member 
Online: September 1, 8, 15, 22, 1-4 p.m. MT | Instructor: Sarah Pedry 
 
 
NEW Textures in Watercolor Pencil 
Accentuate surface patterns and textures that enhance a botanical subject. Learn how to color patterns, 
whether on bark, prickly seed pods and succulents, the texture and pattern on melon skins, or the smooth 
and wet interiors of fruits and vegetables. Illustrate with a palette of creative applications working with 
graphite, watercolor pencil and color pencil. 
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This course is an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate and Diploma programs. You 
must have completed the prerequisites to participate. The course fee does not include materials. 
 
Prerequisites: Botanical Illustration in Pencil I, Color Layering for Colored Pencil, Introduction to Watercolor Pencil 
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member 
Online: July 20, 27, August 3, 10, 17, 6-9 p.m. MT | Instructor: Renee Jorgensen 
 
 
NEW Vintage Citrus Illustration with a Twist: Combining Watercolor & Colored Pencil  
Two instructors, two media, two objectives! Learn from the pros as you acquire advanced techniques to 
produce a botanical citrus illustration. Discover the advantages of mixing watercolor and colored pencil 
techniques to enhance your illustrations. Begin by sketching and documenting citrus tree anatomy in the 
Orangery. Expand your mixed-media skillset, establishing a foundation of color and form with watercolor 
washes. Next, refine with control, adding texture and detail in colored pencil to finish the work. Learn how to 
work to specific guidelines for potential clients. Two instructors guarantee plenty of individual guidance to 
help you create a finished botanical plate in the spirit of traditional 19th Century citrus illustrations. Surprise! 
Your finished work may be considered for holiday signage in the Gardens. 
 
This course is an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate and Diploma programs. You 
must have completed the prerequisites to participate. The program fee does not include materials. 
 
Prerequisites: Botanical Illustration in Watercolor II and Botanical Illustration in Colored Pencil II or a 
certificate/diploma in Botanical Illustration 
Fee: $300 member | $350 non-member 
ONSITE: (Denver Botanic Gardens, Freyer – Newman Center)  
July 8, 15, 22, 29, August 5, 9 a.m. – noon MT | Instructors: Connie Sayas, Susan DiMarchi 
 
 
NEW What’s Inside? Fruit and Seeds in Pen & Ink 
The August harvest is a perfect time to study maturing fruits and the seeds tucked inside. Create scientific 
plates in pen and ink (flexible, crow quill) that highlight your favorite fruits in a compelling and detailed 
composition. Start thinking about your choice now and you can get reference sketches and photos of the 
blossoms and early leaves as well. 
 
This course is an elective in the Botanical Illustration Foundational Certificate and Diploma programs. The 
course fee does not include materials.  
 
Prerequisites: Botanical Illustration in Pen & Ink II, Botany for the Botanical Illustrator  
Fee: $265 member | $315 non-member 
Online: August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, 1-4 MT | Instructor: Shiere Melin 
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OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
  
TO REGISTER:  
Register for classes online  
Phone our Resource Center: 720-865-3500 
Inquiries and consultation: 720-865-3670 or sbai@botanicgardens.org  
Follow us on Facebook 
  
Notes  
If a class does not have a sufficient number of registrations (6), it will be cancelled 7 days prior to class. 
Supply lists are sent as an attachment with your registration confirmation.   
 
Refund and Cancellation Policy  
Student cancellations more than one week prior to a class are subject to a 15 percent cancellation fee. 
Cancellations less than one week prior to class are non-refundable.  
  
After the Course Has Commenced  
Instructors are not authorized to grant or promise refunds or exceptions to course policies. In the event of a 
family emergency or inclement weather, the student can complete the course later by taking missed single 
classes from the same instructor and notifying the school manager two weeks before the course starts. If 
more than 20 percent of the course is missed because of a family emergency or inclement weather, the 
course can be retaken for free during the same year from any instructor in that medium, if space is 
available. 
 
These policies apply to all registrations in the School of Botanical Art and Illustration program. Selected 
courses have additional cancellation and refund requirements printed with the course description. 
 
Requirements for Individual Courses  
Attendance is required at the first class for all courses. In order to receive credit for a Botanical Illustration 
Certificate, 80 percent of a course must be attended (at least 12 hours of a 15-hour course). 
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